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Bomb injures Saudi diplomat 

ANKARA <»—A boa* seriondy fajared a Sandi dipfaaat ta tta W** 
capital Monday, espfatfiog nader tta seat of his car awl shattering both Us 
ley. The Saadi Arabian embassy said the bomb, winch Mew oat windows 
hi mar by acna - at a t ey a p atmat Mocks, apparently weal off jot after 
Attache AMarrafanm Sbrewi, 28, tad parked fa Ankara’s Cankaya 
reddentfal district. A hospital doctor said Stand tad lost both kgs* 
shattered in the Mart. Tta bon* exploded in from of* four-storey tafldtag 

wUch booses tta O0kes of the Saafimffitazy attache where Sbrewi worked 

fa Ae acconats section. Ankara Governor SafEet Aiftaa Redafc told 
reporter s he hdewd Ae Mast tad taro cawed by a time-bomb. Shrcwi is 
the secoad Saadi diplomat to be attacked in Ankara hi tta past year. 
Embassy Second Scaet my Abdul Ghani Beddawi was diet dead "by a 

gaanaa oa the steps to Ms Gaokaya hone Oct 26 last year. No datas ha w 

been made far either attack. 
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Regent sounds alarm over 
Soviet emigration to Israel 


By P.V. Vivefcanand 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

’S S AMMAN — One of the ma 
•• i bat least publicly mentioned f _ 
c tors that led to Jordan’s current 
fi n a nc ial problems is the political 
and economic price that the King- 

- £k>m paid for Israel’s occupation 
, of the Wesr Bank and Gaza Strip, 

- . and it further faces a potential 
• grave threat in the expected wave 

of Soviet Jewish emigration to the 
~ Zionist state, His Royal Highness 
‘ Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
‘ “' gent, said Monday. 

“The Jordanian economy h as 
- \ shouldered more than its share of 
the burden — the creation of 
-: 200,000 jobs in the last 20 years is 
itself quite an achievement in 
■ view of the various economic 
factors that challenged it,” the 

- Regent said at an informal brief¬ 
ing for reporters at the Royal 
Court. 

The Regent pointed out that 
i whileJordan continued to extend 
- financial support to the Palesti¬ 
nians in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza. Israel slowly trans¬ 
formed the occupied territories 
. into “the second biggest market 
for its products after the U.S.” 

The occupation of the tenitor- 
. ies costs Israel annually around 
$1,100 million, but foe trade sur- 
. plus that the Zionist state enjoys 
with the West Bank and Gaza is 
' around $5.6 bflfion, the Regent 
said. 


'Jordan, which paid heavily to 
rport rite Palestinians (who 
a their land to Jordan) over die 
20 years, has also paid a 
price over the return of 
citizens from the Gulf area, arid is 
again faring, a danger,” foe Re¬ 
gent said. “Our media are 
cupied with the Egyptian 1( 
proposal (on Pafestinzan-lsf&eli 
talks), the Lebanese peace efforts 
ami the (Jordanian) elections, 
but... the Israeli media are preoc- 
with the expected im- 


of Soviet Jews.' 
Regent pointed out that 
out of the 200,000 Soviet Jews' 
to leave their country 


expected 
only 18,01 


18,000 would be taken in by 
the United States. The rest will 
head direct to Israel and wQl end 
up in foe occupied territories “at 
the expense of th« Palestinians 
there, and, by extension, at the 
expense of Jordan since there 
could be another exodus” of 
Pales tinians across foe river, the 
Regent said. ’ 

“Therefore, I am sounding an 
alarm to our Arab brethren that 
(in such a situation) the stability 
of the Jordanian economy will be 
undermined,” he said. “Jordan, 
which withstood internal and ex¬ 
ternal pressure on the dinar and 
other advcise elements, is the last 
Arab waU against Israel, and if its 
economy collapses, it wifi be an 
ideal opportunity for Israel to 
exploit, after having already en¬ 
gulfed foe economy of foe occu¬ 


pied territories,” he added. 

Countering Israeli suggestions 
and contentions, the Regent reaf¬ 
firmed that “Jordan was totally 
sincere in its decision to sever 
(legal and administrative ties) 
with foe West Bank.” 

“They (Israelis) would like to ’ 
interpret otherwise.” he said, 
poring the "threat of transfer” of 
Pales tinians in the occupied lauds 
to Jordan, coupled with foe 
“everlooming emigration” of 
Soviet Jews. 

At the same time, he under¬ 
lined foe centrality of Jordan in 
efforts to develop the West Bank 
and Gaza. He said there was a 
recent request that he chair a 
meeting of the Joint Jordanian- 
Palestiman Committee to Sup¬ 
port the Steadfastness of the Peo¬ 
ple Living in the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories and the theme of the meet¬ 
ing was to be “rural develop¬ 
ment” in the areas. “There is 
definitely a need for comprehen¬ 
sive development,” he said. Jor¬ 
dan is ready to work in total 
coordination with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
in this context “if the PLO so 
desires,” be said. 

The first task awaiting the 
Lower House of Parliament, ex¬ 
pected to be elected Nov. 8, is to 
discuss Che Kingdom’s fiscal 
budget for 1990, the Regent 
noted. “The precise background 
of the economic situation and the 


facts and figures should be dearly 
understood by (the Lower 
House) in an objective maimer,” 
be added. 

The Regent said the Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), 
with which Jordan agreed on an 
economic reform p rogr a m ma ear¬ 
lier this year, considers the King¬ 
dom as “a model of salutary 
change, not because we im¬ 
plemented their policies but be¬ 
cause we were aware of our prob¬ 
lems some time before they hap¬ 
pened.” 

The Regent said though Jordan 
came under adverse pressure fol¬ 
lowing its decision to sever legal 
and administrative links with the 
West Bank, the measures 
adopted by the Kingdom were 
slowly bearing fruit. He cited as 
examples assistance offered by 
various governments, including 
the Arab states, the U.S., Japan 
and West Germany and others as 
well as the World Bank. 

The Crown Prince, who visited 
Washington for talks with Presi¬ 
dent George Bush and other 
senior administration officials 
and IMF and World Bank offi¬ 
cials last month, said Jordan was 
to receive a total of $237 million 
in American aid for foe fiscal year 
starting September 1989. 
Washington has agreed to pro¬ 
vide S62 milli on in technical and 
food aid, $5 million in sup¬ 
plementary grant, $15 million in 
housing guarantee bonds with 30- 



HRH Crown Prince Hassan 

year maturity, $78 nntlioD in food 
facilities under general sales man¬ 
agement programmes (GSM), 
$48 million in militar y credits and 
$2 million in militaiy training 
assistance. In addition, the King¬ 
dom will also receive $37 million 
from the U.S., he said without 
elaboration. 

The Grown Prince' also dis¬ 
closed that a new gas field was 
recently disdosed near the Iraqi 
border, in addition to the already 
productive A1 Risheh well. “The 
gas situation is very encourag¬ 
ing,” he said, adding that the 
location of the new find indicated 
that the gas deposits were in 
Jordanian territory. 

Officials have said that the new 
well was discovered some two 
kilometres west of A1 Risheh, 
well into Jordanian territory, con¬ 
firming hopes that the deposits 
were within Jordanian territory. 
No figures on production capaci¬ 
ties or deposits are yet available. 

The Regent said foe discovery 
bad encouraged foe American 
Hunt company to stay on in 
Jordan and foe Canadian govern¬ 
ment to increase its technical 
assistance to the Kingdom. 


Two Gazan children killed 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An eight-year-old 
Palestinian boy (tied Monday, 
three days after he was shot in the 
head by Israeli soldiers dozing a 
demonstration in the occupied 
Gaza Strip. 

In another modem, a group of 
Israelis tried Monday to lay a 
three-ton cornerstone for a 
“new” Jewish temple in Jeru¬ 
salem’s CHd City, provoking a 
protest that caused at least 20 
injuries. 

Police hatred the group from 
bringing the cornerstone within 
the Old City walls. The ban foiled 
die effort by foe “Temple Mount 
faithful movement” to take a first 
step toward rebuilding a temple 
which it claims destroyed in 70 
A.D. by the Romans. 

High school students in Arab 
Jerusalem, apparently enraged at 
•reports of foe planned ceremony, 
threw rocks at police and para¬ 
military border police. 


Fifteen Palestinian students 
and five policemen were reported 
. hurt in foe melee, one of the most 
violent dasbes in Jerusalem in the 
22-oaonth-okJ uprising. 

At least 40 students were 
arrested, police said. 

The Palestinian boy died Mon¬ 
day was shot in the head by 
Israeli soldiers during a demon¬ 
stration in the Gaza Strip. He was 
identified by the army as Qassexn 
AbdaBah Abu Lobda of the Khan 
Yums refugee camp. 

A three-year-old Palestinian 
boy from foe Gaza Strip died 
Sunday, three days after being 
foot, by Israeli soldiers. 

Palestinians said soldiers shot 
and critically wounded Atiya AI 
Fariyam Thursday at Sbati re¬ 
fugee canm in the Gaza Strip. He 
died Sunday at a Tel Aviv bos- 
pitaL 

The Itim news agency said he 
was shot in foe head by a rubber 
bullet while playing outside his 


house. 

The plans by the “Temple 
Mount faithful” to lay a corner¬ 
stone were called provocative by 
several newspapers, including the 
Arable-language AI Nahar in 
Arab Jerusalem. 

AI Nahar, in an editorial pub¬ 
lished Monday, called the Jewish 
demonstrators “a racist group 
which aims to start riots.” It 
added: “What they are going to 
do today is just an invitation from 
these radicals to hurt the religious 
feelings of Muslims.” 

The Hebrew-language news¬ 
paper Ha’arerz also denounced 
the group's actions, saying foe 
Israeli demonstrators “are play¬ 
ing with fire.” 

Israel Rardio said poHce were 
investigating whether foe planned 
ceremony set off foe trouble at 
the Rashadiyeh high school, 
which is just outside foe Old City 
walk. 

About 100 Israelis had planned 


to place the three-ton stone at the 
foot of a ramp leading to the 
Haram AI Sharif complex, which 
houses two of Islam's holiest 
shrines, foe AI Aqsa and Dome 
of foe Rock mosques. 

Police blocked the metallic 
gray truck carrying foe corner¬ 
stone from entering the Old City. 

Police said students from 
Rashidiyah boys school opposite 
foe Old City hurled large stones 
at pasting officers from behind a 
courtyard walL Forty students 
were arrested, a police spokes¬ 
man said. 

As foe protest spread, police 
called in reinforcements including 
paramilitary police and mounted 
officers who galloped through 
main Jerusalem streets chasing 
suspected stone-throwers. 

Palestinians said police opened 
fire in all directions with robber 
bullets and tear-gas, stormed the 
schoolyard and lobbed gas gre¬ 
nades into classrooms. 


Mubarak, Qadbaff seal reconciliation 


MERSA METRDH, Egypt 
(Agencies)—After nearly three 
tours of tafics with Egyptian 
Presides* Hood Mubarak, Ii- 
bvaa leader Mmromar Qadhafi 
ssrftf Monday be ftft he was back 
among Ms family on his visit to 
Egypt for 14 years. 

“I donut feel as a guest in this 
place. I am among my family 
an d igy b r oth er s,” Qadhafi told 
repeaters. 

Mubark read a brief 
statwnmt. saying Egypt and 

Libya were now stnmgiy finked. 
So tar, the two leaders have 
stopped short ofaBnoimdngre- 
stmiptios offtill diplomatic ties. 

“1 hope (these) ties Im¬ 
prove*” Mubarak said. 

Qadbafi’s first visit to Egypt 
In W years began with a 200- 
kflometre car journey from tta 
desert border, scene of ddr- 


wMws to 1977 when acrimo¬ 
nious relations plunged into a 


The m e r curial Libyan has 
long laid riafai to Egypt’s west¬ 
ern desert, going so tar as to 
tow nomadic he r dsmen with 
Libyan idealBy cards. 

But after foe two leaders’ 
two-hou r 4 0 i nfante ses si on of 
apparently relaxed recnwoBa- 
tiwi talks oa a terrace ov er loo k- 
tag foe Me di terr an ean, Qadhafi 
appeared to indicate be had 
dropped a long-sta n din g data) 
to Egypt’s western desert. 

M TUs sod to Arab solL It to 
Libyan and Egyptian people 
and sbflf” be said. 

Waiters served the two lead¬ 
ers with soft drinks as they 
began their Mb to a relaxed 
and cbeerfkd* mood. - 
Relations between foe two 


neighbours began to warm 
again when their leaders met at 
Casablanca last May daring an 
Arab Lcagne summit, tot w h ich 
Cairo was formally readmitted 
to foe Arab m ain stre am after 
being boycotted became of its 
1979 treaty wflh brad. 

. For Qadhafi, long an advo¬ 
cate of tearing down what be 
regards as artificial borders di¬ 
viding Arabs, Monday’s joar- 
ney had particular symbolic sig¬ 
nificance. 

Qadhafi flew home later 
Monday. 

Privately, Egyptian officials 
said Mubarak might resume foe 
dtocusaioos Tuesday in toe Li¬ 
byan garrison town of Tobnk. 

Qadhafi was w elc omed upon 
arrival here by Mtowrafe, with a 
fanii playing the two states* 
nati o n a l anthems aad a gnardrf 


honour saluting foe visitor. 

But carefully-orchestr at ed 
crowds of flag-waving Egyp¬ 
tians and welcoming banners 
were conspi cu ously absent along 
the rate to a vffla on the edge of 
town, underfilling Egypt’s con¬ 
cern for secur i ty. 

Sharpshooters had.taken up 
position on city rooftops, and a 
frigate hovered oflfehore. 

Soldiers armed wtth' shmri- 
der-fired anti-tank rocket han¬ 
dlers patrolled Mcrsa Metruh’s 
benches, dose to foe rock where 
Cleopatra to said to have bathed 
and a nearby cave where Ger¬ 
many General Rommel bad hk 
World War II command. 

Blue-beretod troops from 
Mub ara k ’s 3,000-strong crock 
Presidential Guard risked the 
efiftaide g o ve r n ment viDa where 
the two lenders held ttdr tab. 


’ East Germans ‘stateless’ ahead of travel to West 


WARSAW (R) — East Ger¬ 
many's embassy in Warsaw began 
handing not emigration papers to 
hundreds of East Germans seek¬ 
ing passage to the West Monday 
— but tokl them they had to 
renounce their. citizenship in 
order to travel ‘ 

“The East German govern¬ 
ment found a soletkxL for those 
East German citizens who are in 
Poland by than a certifi¬ 
cate about renunciation of 
aad 

with an identification paper, 
East German Ambassador 
Juetgeo vaaZwofi tokj rcpoito. 

“These people can go to. what¬ 
ever country they wish--Thar 


further destina ti on docs not in¬ 
terest us.” 

Members of foe fnst group of 
15 refugees who entered the 
embassy told reporters they 
signed a certificate inside re¬ 
nounce^ their citizenship. They 
were then given foe cwli ficate 
mid an Rtentificatioo paper with 
ftdr photograph. 

“We axe now stateless people,” 
langhing teenagers told reporters 
as they left the embassy 

They said this meant they could 
to travel to any country that 
would accept them. West Gcx- 
mwiy conripexs East Germans as 
its own orizens and auto m a tically 
grana them 


The loss of nationality also 
appeared to free' Polish author¬ 
ities to allow the refugees to 
fane. As East Germans, Poland 
could not allow them to travel 
without permission from author¬ 
ities in Berlin. 

However, loss of nationality 
also indicated that the refugees 
would not be allowed to travel to 
foe West through East Gezmany. 
, Two Special trains caxzvina a 
total of nearly 1,500 ____ 
wroLthrongh East Germany j 
Warsaw earlier this month. 

Former East Germans who 
emerged from the embassy in 
central Warsaw said they were 
joiQg back to special resid en ces 



provided by the Pohsh Red Cross 
m and around the capital to await 
departure. 

They said they did not know 
when they would receive West 
German passports or how they 
would traveL 

A spokesman for the Polish 
aitime Lot said it received an 
enquiry about chartering planes 
from foe West German embassy 
at tire weekend bat no order was 
made. 

An official of the West German 
airline Lufthansa in Warsaw said 
it was ready to provide planes to 
fly; out the refugees but had re¬ 
ceived no concrete proposal from 
West German authorities. 


‘Mossad 
behind : 
Syrian 
defection’ 

BEIRUT (AP) — Israel’s secret 
service used a Druze woman to 
hire the Syrian air force pilot who 
defected to Israel last week with 
his Soviet-made Mig-23 fighter 
jet, a conservative daily newspap¬ 
er reported Monday. 

AI Diyar, which is based in east 
Beirut, said in an unsoarced 
front-page report that the 
woman, who was not identified, 
confessed that she bad been re¬ 
cruited by the Israeli intelligence 
when she was arrested after her 
boyfriend’s defection. 

Mayor Moh amm ad Bassam 
Adel, 34, was on a training flight 
over southern Syria when he cros¬ 
sed into Israel and land at an 
airstrip used by crop-dusting 
planes. 

AI Diyar said Israel was in¬ 
terested in gaining direct inform¬ 
ing from a Syrian pilot on the 
MiG-23. 

“After some surveillance, an 
Israeli secret service officer found 
out that a Syrian Druze girl was 
haring an affair with a Syrian 
pilot,” the newspaper added. 

It said the woman from 
Soweida, the provincial capital of 
southern Syria, made frequent 
visit to Druze relatives in the 
town of Hasbaya, just outside an 
Israeli-controDed “security zone” 
in South Lebanon. 

The Israeli officer managed to 
approach and recruit the 
woman to work for Mossad, pro¬ 
viding her with enough money to 
lure Adel to defect to Israel, AI 
Diyar said. 

“The girl told her boyfriend 
that Israel would provide them 
with a house and a large amount 
of money, estimated at millions 
of dollars, or new documents with 
which the couple could travel to 
the United States,” it added. 

It said Mossad provided Adel 
with a special radio frequency for 
contacting Israeli authorities once 
in foe air so tie could be given a 
flight {dan. 

After the warning Adel would 
revert to tire normal Syrian air 
foroe frequency and continue his 
routine training ffiffot for about 
20 minutes to give Israel time to 
prepare for his arrival. 

The newspaper said Add was 
ordered cm a framing flight tire 
day after receiving the Israeli 
instructions and did not have time 
to warn Ins girlfriend. 

AI Diyar said the girl was at 
home unaware of the actual de¬ 
fection, preparing to leave for 
Israel two days later via Hasbaya, 
to join Add. 


652 candidates formally 
vie for 80 House seats 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The three- 
day candidacy nomination 
period fire the Nov. 8 general 
elections ended Monday with a 
total number of 6S2 caaD d atw 
fire foe W seats to the Lower 
Hoase of taritaant, the Jor¬ 
dan News Agency, Petra, said. 

According to Petra, foe split 
up of foe total number was: 
Ammon Goveroorate; 23 to foe 
first District (forte seats); 27 to 
the Second District (three seats); 
55 to the Third District (five 
seats); 19 to foe Fourth District 
(two seats); 53 to foe Fifth Dis¬ 
trict (five seats); aad 28 to the 
Sixth District (three seats). 

Irbid Goveroorate: 70 to 


IrMd City and suburbs (eight 
seats); 20 in Jerash, 32 in 
Ajioan, 18 to Ramtha mid Bam 
Khtflna, aad 18 to tile Jordan 
Valley and AI Qnrah. 

Other goveraorotes: Balqa — 
42; Zarqa — 63; Mafraq — 22; 
Karak — 66; Ma’ao — 28; 
Tafikh — 17; Northern Be¬ 
douin region — 19; Central 
Bedouin region — 18; Southern 
Bedouin Region 14. 

The governors of Amman, 
Irbid and Zarqa njected seven 
candidacy applications and 
another eight dropped out, Pet¬ 
ra sad. 

According to Petra, three of 
the applications were rejected 


because “of application in dis¬ 
tricts other than those assigned 
to the law, though they were 
previousty acknowledged that 
they have the right to ran in 
their own districts.” 

Tta remaining four were re¬ 
jected because one has been 
holding Jordanian nationality 
fire fas than 1ft years, the 
second because be did oot enjoy 
the conditions of Jordanian 
nationality and the thfrd be¬ 
cause she held another for eign 
na ti on al i ty other than Jorda¬ 
nian. The fourth was rejected 
because he was convicted with a 
felony that prevents his nmnmg 
fire the elections. 


Mediators reject Lebanese 
rightist stand on Syrian role 


TAIF, Saudi Arabia 
— Arab mediators have reject 
a demand by Christians 

for a timetable for a Syrian troop 
evacuation, offering instead 
guarantees for a phased pullback 
from Beirut to east Lebanon in 
two years, conference sources 
said Monday. 

The Syrian military interven¬ 
tion has developed into foe main 
stumbling block in a 17-day-old 
discussion by 63 Lebanese parlia¬ 
mentarians — 33 Christians and 
30 Muslims — of an Arab-prop¬ 
osed peace plan for tbeir civfl 
war-plagued country. 

The plan, presented by a three- 
member Arab committee, com¬ 
prised four diaptPK Hraltng with 
political reforms, Israeli with¬ 
drawal from South Lebanon, 
Syria’s 40,000 troops in foe coun¬ 
try and the future relations with 
Damascus. 

Deputies say that a 17-member 
parliamentary task force Dinally 
approved a draft for political re¬ 
forms Friday after days of bitter 
wrangling between the Christ¬ 
ians, who insisted on linking foe 
reforms to a Syriawn withdrawal, 
and the Muslims seeking a grea¬ 
ter share of power. 

But Arab mediators and de¬ 
puties have warned that no agree¬ 
ment could be considered final 
until a plenary session approves a 
comprehensive, four-chapter 
draft being debated by foe com¬ 
mittee. 

Parliamentarians have reneged 
on agreements several times dur¬ 
ing die marathon sessions, mainly 
'underpressure from warlords and 
mfliria chie ftains in Beirut. 

After a day-long argument 
Sunday, Saudi Arabian Foreign 
Minister Prince Sand AI Faisal 


summoned the six hardline 
Christian parliamentarians, 
beaded by George Saadefa, 
secretary-general of the right- 
wing Falange party, to a late 
night meeting.- 

He tokl them that Arab com¬ 
mittee rejects any alteration of its 
original proposal on foe Syrian 
issue, Lebanese radio stations re¬ 
ported. 

The committee had proposed a 
phased withdrawal from Beirut 
and its surroundings to the east¬ 
ern Bekaa Valley to be com¬ 
pleted in two years. It linked a 
total Syrian evacuation from 
Lebanon to conclusion of a 
Lebanese-Syrian security 
and an Israeli withdrawal 
South Lebanon. 

The Lebanese broadcasts said 
Faisal suggested that the Arab 
committee, comprising Saudi 
Arabia. Morocco and Algeria, 
provide the Christians with a 
separate document containing 
written guarantees that the Sy¬ 
rians win complete their with¬ 
drawal into the Bekaa in two 
years. 

Bat the Christians, according 
to Voice of Lebanon, the mam 
Christian radio station in Beirut, 
and the Arabic service of Radio 
Monte Carlo, Monday handed 
Prince Saud a nine-point docu¬ 
ment suggesting a two-year 
period for withdrawal into the 
Bekaa and a total evacuation by 
the following year. 

Christians accuse Syria of seek¬ 
ing to annex east Lebanon to 
make use of the agricultural lands 
and waters of foe once fertile 
Bekaa Valley. 

Muslims want the Syrians to 
stay until foe Christians, who 
have dominated the parliament. 


government, army and judiciary 
since independence from France 
in 1943, give them an equal share 
of power. 

In Beirut, a coalition of Syrian- 
backed Muslim and leftist groups 
demanded an immediate end to 
the present political system 
favouring the Christian minority. 

The front addressed its state¬ 
ment to the members of parha- 
ment in Taif to debate the Arab- 
proposed charter to end 14 years 
of civil war. 

The Christian deputies, giving 
new details of their proposals, 
said one idea would be for Alge¬ 
rian, Moroccan and Saudi Ara¬ 
bian troops to man a security 
zone in central Beirut during 
presidential elections. 

The trio arranged a ceasefire in 
Lebanon Sept. 23 and are spon¬ 
soring the Taif talks. 

In Damascus, the official Sy¬ 
rian newspaper Tishrin said 
Lebanese army chief Michel 
Aoun would reject political re¬ 
forms even if foe Syrian army (fid 
leave. 

‘"Syria has repeatedly stated 
that its forces will start withdraw¬ 
al when a national unity govern¬ 
ment is formed,” it said. 

A leftist Muslim deputy, Zaber 
AI Kbatib, rejecting the Christian 
demands fire changes, said: “It’s 
the Syrian presence that guaran¬ 
tees security, so there should be 
no change in the original timet¬ 
able.” 

Assy agreement in Taif will 
require the approval of Aoun and 
tiie militia factions, the effective 
authority an the ground. Govern¬ 
ment control has been eroded by 
the civfl wax. 


PLO leaders close to formal 
rejection of Baker proposal 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Hardline and moderate Palesti¬ 
nian leaders brushed aside differ¬ 
ences over Middle East peace 
overtures and agreed Monday to 
reject U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker’s proposals, which 
ignore foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Sheikh Abdul Hamid Sayeh, 
speaker of the Palestine National' 
Council (PNC), said: “There has 
bom a clearcot and overwhelm¬ 
ing opposition to foe new Amer¬ 
ican move by all participants” in 
meetings under way in Baghdad 
since Sunday. 

The 108-seat council, which 
acts as an intermediary between 
•the policy-making PNC and foe 
FLO's ruling Executive Commit¬ 
tee, convened to unify stands 
towards U.S., Israeli and Egyp¬ 
tian proposals. 

Sayeh told the AP that the 
council, which is expected to 
issue a policy statement at foe 
end of the debate, was bent on 
rejecting any proposal that de¬ 
nied the PLO a role in the peace 
process or tries to sidestep foe 
movement by naming non-PLO 
representatives to cfirect negotia¬ 
tions with Israel 

But he stopped short of speci¬ 
fically eriticismg the Egyptian 
plan which also did not refer to 
foe PLO. 

A PLO spokesman quoted by 
Renters said all Palestinians 
attending tta meeting had reaf¬ 
firmed that “no other party, but 


the PLO, is authorised to speak 
or nominate Palestinians to 
negotiate with Israel.” 

He said foe PLO’s hardline 
wing, representing by foe head of 
foe Democratic Front for foe 
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), 
Naif Hawatmeh, and the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pales¬ 
tine (PFLP) deputy chief Abu Ali 
Mustafa had expressed similar 
viewpoints. 

Mustafa, he said, spoke in the 
meeting bat Hawatmeh’s speech 
was expected later in the day. 

Hawatmeh, visiting Baghdad 
for the first time in about two 
decade, told reporters the hard¬ 
liners would “try to press tta 
meeting to take a rejecting posi¬ 
tion towards Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak’s plan to solve 
foe Palestinian issue.” 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat Sun¬ 
day insisted on guarantees that 
elections in foe Israeli-occupied 
territories, first proposed by 
Israel, would have to be impar¬ 
tial 

Arafat has yet to react to Egyp¬ 
tian and U.S. ideas on talks be- 
tween Israel and the Palestinians 
to prepare for such elections. 

The PLO’s hardline wing is 
determin ed-to use tta meeting to 
press for rejection both of the 
elections plan as proposed by 
Israel and of U.S. and Egyptian 
suggestion fire amending it 

An Arab diplomat told Renters 
foe hardliners seem to have suc¬ 
ceeded in persuading foe meeting 


to take a tough stand on U.S.- 
Egyptian efforts for Palestinian 
peace talks with Israel 

The PLO spokesman said a 
final declaration was expected to 
late Monday night or Tuesday 
morning. 

“There was a general consen¬ 
sus on foe main issues on the 
meeting’s agenda,” the spokes¬ 
man said. 

The council is alo focusing on 
the faltering PLO dialogue with 
Washington. 

PLO leaders have voiced dis¬ 
satisfaction with its progress, 
saying foe United States was us¬ 
ing foe talks solely to press for 
acceptance of Israel’s proposals 
for elections in tta West Bank 
and Gaza Strip leading to limited 
self-rule. 

“The general consensus's that 
foe Baker proposals are a new 
formula to sell tta (Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Shamir plan,” 
according to Sayeh. 

Shamir proposed in May that 
elections be held in the occupied 
territories to allow Palestinians to 
choose their own representatives 
under a plan for limited self-rule. 

He nded out any Israeli with¬ 
drawal or foe creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak proposed a modified 
10-point election plan, that urged 
Israel to accept the concept of 
trading land for peace and enter 
into direct talks with the Palesti¬ 
nians. 
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Israel’s role in Lebanon moves 
to economy, roads and schools 



By Marty Knfus 

The Associated Press 


METULLA — Every working 
day, nearly 2,000 Christians, 
Diuze and Muslims pass from 
Lebanoo through four “good 
fence*’ border crossings into 
Israel, heading to the best steady 
work around 

Israel’s economy barely feels 
the workers’ contribution. But 
Israel’s "security” may be un¬ 
iquely tied to the Lebanese pre¬ 
sence, one of many signs of 
Israel’s increasing entanglement 
in the southern Lebanese region 
once controlled by forces hostile 
to the Zionist state. 

After its invasion in 1982, 
Israel created the "security zone” 
in South Lebanon as a buffer 
against resistance attacks. Today, 
Israeli analysts warn that unem¬ 
ployment in the area could cut 
into the "loyalty” of the 200,000 
Lebanese residents of the zone. 

"The security zone is relatively 

n * it mainly because of the sense 
economic stability prevails. 
There’s too much for the people 
to lose,” said Yosef Olmert, a 
Middle East expert at Tel Aviv 
University. 

But if die economy sours, "no¬ 
thing will stop disenchanted peo¬ 
ple who don't have economic 
opportunity.” 

The "security zone” is about 
120 kilometres long and four to 
20 kilometres deep. It was estab¬ 
lished in 1985 after Israel with¬ 
drew the bulk of its troops from 
Lebanon following a three-year 
occupation. So far this year 71 


guerrillas have been killed while 
infil t rating the zone. 

An army official who deman¬ 
ded anonymity said Lebanese 
workers seeking to enter Israel 
must have a relative serving in the 
South Lebanon Array (SLA), 
the 2,500-member Christian-led 
nrili tia that is trained and armed 
by Israel. 

Metulla’s “good fence,” which 
was opened in 1976, is a duster of 
buildings, a watch tower and a 
fence next to an Israeli army post. 
Workers show identity cards, pre¬ 
sent work permits and empty 
their pockets in a check for con¬ 
traband. 

"We all are running away from 
the war in Lebanon, and we are 
here to work,” Nadeen Badawi, 
23, said after driving from the 
town of Hasbaya, 17 kilometres 
north of the border. 

Arriving about sunrise, be 
works Sunday through Friday at 
an Israeli textile factory. 

A 48-year-old Lebanese Christ¬ 
ian awaiting a chartered bos to 
another factory said most of the 
workers earn a daily wage of 
about 34 shekels, the equivalent 
of 117. 

“Most of the men are working 
in agriculture. A few, like me, 
work in factories. It is like the 
Mexicans in America,” said the 
former electronics t«»rihnirian who 
declined to give his name for fear 
of reprisals. 

Some Lebanese complained 
that Israeli wages were too low. 
But most conceded they could do 
no better in Lebanon, where pur¬ 
chasing power has been steadily 


eroded by inflation and the aver¬ 
age monthly salary is the equiva¬ 
lent of $75. 

Israeli officials say 1,500 to 
2,000 Lebanese workers now ent- 
ger the country daily, compared 
with only a few hundred in past 
years. 

Half are women who work in 
hotels, restaurants and as house- 


m factories or on farms, where 
extra money can be made during 
harvests. Skilled auto mechanic* 
are also in demand. Most return 
home nightly, but some are pro¬ 
vided with housing for stays of up 
to several weeks. 

The Israeli presence in South 
Lebanon, according to foreign 
reports, consists of about 1,500 
troops and advisers as well as 

fixed military OUtpC6tS. 

Unlike the Israeli-occupied ter¬ 
ritories of the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, there are no Israeli 
settlements in southern Lebanon 
and Israeli civilians are forbidden 
from entering. 

'But Israel’s influence is not 
limited to military support and it 
appears to be growing. 

■About $13 million in Israeli 
aid was provided for road repairs 
last year in addition to funds for 
schools and hospitals and salary 
supplements for Lebanese dty 
.hall bureaucrats and police. 

"In areas where the central 
government in Lebanon should 
have built infrastructure and 
promoted social activity and 
education, and didn’t take care of 
it, we are taking care of it,” said 
Uri Lubrani, Israel's coordinator 


for Lebanoo policy. 

He recently inaugurated a new 
crossing that win be used primari¬ 
ly by Sbi’ite Muslims despite 
mm's strong influence among 
ShTites. He predicted 300 to 400 
Shi’ites would cross daily to 
Israeli jobs and the number 
would increase. 

The Israeli shekel has also 
begun to circulate in Sou th Leba¬ 
non along with the U.S. dollar 
and the Lebanese lira. 

Frances Rizk, a Lebanese offi¬ 
cial of the ntridim radio station 
Voice of Hope, estimated the 
area’s trade at $2 million a 
month, mostly in the form of 
imported Israeli agricultural 
goods and exported Lebanese 
labour. 

"Our financial situation is grin 
tbe best in all of Lebanon” Rizk 
tairi 

Israel has said repeatedly it will 
withdraw if Syria pahs out its 
40,000 troops and if Lebanon 
forms a stable government that 
could maintain peace. 

"Israel has no territorial 
on Lebanon,” said Yossi Ami- 
hud, the foreign ministry 
spokesman. 

Yoram Hamizracfai, a retired 
colonel and former Israeli army 
commander in South Lebanon 
from 1976 to 1980, said he be¬ 
lieves Israel is in no fanny to leave 
Lebanon. 

“Nobody talks in terms of get¬ 
ting ready to puh out,” he said. 
The "sec urity zone” is not a 
strategy, but a tactical need, and 
it won’t change as long as there is 
no go v e rnme nt in Lebanon.” 


British nurse suspected of espionage in Iraq 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq told 
British Energy Secretary John 
Wake ham Sunday that a detained 
British nurse and a British-based 
journalist also being held were 
suspected of spying. 

A spokesman for Wakebam 
said he raised the cases of Dapb- 
ne Parish, 45, who worked for a 
ivate hospital in Baghdad, and 
arzat Bazoft, a journalist for 


Britain’s Observer newspaper, 
during a meeting with Foreign 
Minister Tareq Aziz. 

The spokesman told Reuters, 
the two bad not yet been charged 
“but Aziz did indicate that the 
nature of the case was one of 


E! 


espionage. 

If tried and convicted on spying 
charges, both could face the 
death penalty. 


Wakebam, the first British 
cabinet minister to visit Iraq since 
the August 1988 ceasefire ended 
fighting in the eight-year war with 
Iran, is attending an on seminar 
in Baghdad. 

Iraq told Britain last week that 
Parish was arrested on Sept. 19 in 
connection with the activities of 
Bazoft, an Iranian living m Bri¬ 
tain. 


Paris conference sets up 
international group on Kurds! 


PARIS (R)—A Paris conference 
has decided to set up an interna¬ 
tional parliamentary committee 
to monitor the treatment of 30 
million Kurds spread across five 
countries. 

The two-day international con¬ 
ference, the first of its kind, 
passed a resolution to create the 
committee which would also lob¬ 
by for a United Nations observer 
seat for the Kurds. 

The unanimity on tbe final 
resolution contrasted with an 
earlier dash, when a pro-Iranian 
Kurdish leader stormed out, 
accusing the French government 
of caving in to pressure from 
Iraq. 


Soviet human rights campaig¬ 
ner Andrei Sakharov, in a letter 
addressed to the more than 200 
delegates from 26 countries, said 
the United Nations should be 
asked to hold a special General 
Assembly session to discuss the 
Kurds. 

“All the cruelties ar-* -*al 
acts committed in the im&l to¬ 
wards the Kurds should be conde¬ 
mned and measures should be 
taken to prevent them happening 
again in the future,” Sakharov 
said in tbe letter, read out by his 
wife Yelena Bonner. 

His call was adopted in tbe 
final resolution, along with a 
pledge to bold a second interna¬ 


tional conference in Stockholm 
before July 1990. 

The French secretary of state 
for h umanitarian affairs, Bernard 
Koudmer, who chaired Sunday’s 
session, said the conference had 
been difficult to organise and 
admitted some governments bad 
protested. 

"Our diplomats have received 
protests from certain govern¬ 
ments concerned,” be told Ren¬ 
ters. 

Iraq, Iran and Turkey, where 
the majority of Kurds axe concen¬ 
trated, have their own Kurdish 
guerrilla groups fighting for an 
independent and united Kur¬ 
distan. 


.The Observer said last month 
Bazoft covered elections in Iraq’s 
Kurdistan region and then went 
to the Al-Iskandaria area south of 
Baghdad to investigate reports of 
a huge explosion. 

Iraq denied British press re¬ 
nts quoting U.S. and Middle 
it sources as saying 700 
people died in a blast at a military 
establishment. It said tbe explo¬ 
sion was at a petrol depot and 19 
people were, killed. 

Wakeham’s spokesman quoted 
Aziz as saying investigations into 
the might take time but as 
soon as inquiries were complete 
Iraq would respect its obligations 
under international conventions. 

These i ncl u ded granting British 
consular officials access to Parish 
which bad so far been refused, 
the spokesman said. 

Before meeting Aziz, Wake- 
ham told a news conference: “We 
do not condone any breaking of 
tbe law and we do not wish to 
in ter fer e in the internal matters 
of the Iraqi authorities, but we 
are concerned that a British 
citizen has the right of access to 
consular advice and if necessary 
to legal advice.” 

Wakebam earlier held talks 
with First Deputy Prime Minister 
Taha Yassin Ramadan and sever¬ 
al other Iraqi ministers to discuss 
trade relations. 


Sudan gets new arms as 


ceasefire end approaches 


KHARTOUM (R) — Three 
weeks before a ceasefire is due to 
end in southern Sudan’s rivfl 
war,, the gov e rn m ent is aiBfljng 
fresh supplies of Chinese arms to 
tiie besieged town of Jobs, diplo¬ 
mats say. 

A Libyan commercial plane' 
makes two flights a day to feny 
arms from tiie capital. Juba,'the ■ 
biggest town in the south, is 
under siege by Sudan People’s 
liberation Army (SPLA) rebels, 
the diplAmate said. - 

Diplomats said the weapon, 
which arrived in Port Sudan on 
tiie Red Sea and have been 
reaching Khartoun by rail for 
more than a week, were ordered 
from Peking more than a year ago 
by deposed Prime Minister Sadeq 
A1 Mahdi. 

Hie weapons include. 20 
ar mo ur ed personnel c ar ri ers , 60 
heavy mortals, tea 130-mm guns, 
fifty 1,000 pound bombs and anti¬ 
aircraft guns, the diplomats ^akl. 

A unilateral ceasefire declared 
by General Omar Hassan Al 
Bashir, who overthrew Mahdi in 
a coup on June 30, expires on 
Nov. 4. Diplomats fear renewed 

fi ghting 

Delegates at a conference in 
Khartoum H k m gang the six-year 
old civfl war Saturday recom¬ 
mended a federal system of gov¬ 
ernment, state-run Radio 
Omdunnan said. 

The SPLA, fighting what ft 
regards as domination of the 



JohaGarang 


mainly Christian and amirast 
south by the Muslim and Ara¬ 
bised north, has boycotted the 

conference. - 

The government last week ac¬ 
cused the SPLA of violating its 
own unilateral ceasefire with 
ju ttacte in south Kordofan pro¬ 
vince. 

A committee at the Khartoum 
conference said federation would 
suit Sudan as its regions differed 
widely in culture, religion and 
economic development. 

A federal president and vice 
president could be elected by 
direct vote, said the committee 
headed by southerner Phil 
Obazm, a Foreign Ministry offi¬ 
cial. There would also be a feder¬ 
al judiciary. 


Algeria defers retrial 
of Islamic militants 


ALGIERS (R) — An Algerian cri¬ 
minal court on Sunday aban¬ 
doned a controversial re-trial of 

15 hlamir imSftinftf and <*»nt file 

case to the. Supreme Court for a 
rating on judicial competence. 

Algiers radio said a «hninal 
court in BHda, SO kilometres 
south of Algiers, deferred the 
case after defence lawyers argued 
it was not competent to judge 
political dissidents. 


The oppos i t i on Islamic Salva¬ 
tion Front, known by its French 
imtiala FIS, Was hrf 

month as part of sweeping demo¬ 
cratic refo r ms launched after 
youth riots rocked the country a 
year ago-' 


The defendants, sporting thick 
beards, skull caps and long robes, 
were found guilty by a now- 
defunct State Security Court in 
1987 of plotting to overthrow tbe 
government. 

More than 1,000 Islamic mili¬ 
tants flocked to the c o urtr oo m to 
support tbe defendants and a call 
by fundamentalist leaders for 
their immediate release. 

Unable to fit into the tiny 
courtroom, they gathered peace¬ 
fully on the street behind a police 
cordon, occasionally reading 
alood Koranic verses. 

Three of the accused had been 
sentenced to death and four to 
fife imprisonment, but the judge¬ 
ment was subsequently over¬ 
turned on technical grounds by 
the Supreme Court. 

"Our defendants refuse to be 
considered common delinquents. 
They declare themselves part of a 
political movement that is now 1 
recognised,” tbe radio quoted 
one defence lawyer as saying. 


The’prosecution had argued 
the c riminal court should try the 
defendants regardless of their 
political motives because they bad 
committed murder and theft. 

The three men condemned to 
death earlier — Abdul Kader 
Chabouti, Meliani Mansouri and 
Mohammad Amamra— were 


found guilty of imoh/anent in a 
raid on a police school south of 
Alffea in !985 in which a poKce- 
wtn was killed and arms seized.. 

AH 15 were associates of Mous- 
tapha Bouafi, a Muslim fun¬ 
damentalist who led an u prising 
against the state from 1983 until 
be was shot dead by security 
forces in 1987. 


Ah Belhadj, a leading figure in 


leraaaj, 

the FIS, told Reuters dming a 
break in the trial his group de¬ 
manded tiie release of all impris¬ 
oned fundamentalists. He said 60 
were in jafl. 

“These people rebelled against 
a government which, after the 
events of last October, showed 
itself to be illegitimate,” he said. 

He said some of the defendants 
had been tortured and demanded 
those responsible be tried. 


Turkey opposes U.S. Senate resolution on ‘Armenian genocide’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Tur¬ 
key’s lobbyists, with some sur¬ 
reptitious help from U.S. Presi¬ 
dent George Bush’s administra¬ 
tion, are worldog furiously to 
drum up opposition to a Senate 
measure marking the “Armenian 
genocide” 75 years ago. 

The resolution, intorduced last 
month by Senate minority leader 
Bob Dole, a Republican, 
threatens to damage the close ties 
between Washington and Tur¬ 
key, a NATO ally that hosts U.S. 
military bases. 

"It is tiie most offensive thing 
that congress can do to U.S.- 
Turkish relations,” said Daryal 
Batibay, the deputy chief of tiie 
Turkish embassy. 

Passage of tiie measure could 


seriously damage the future of 
the alliance, be said. It will be 
considered Tuesday by the Sen¬ 
ate Judiciary Committee. 

So concerned is the administra¬ 
tion that Morton Abramowitz, 
the U.S. ambassador to Turkey, 
has contacted lawmakers about 
the issue, congressional officials 
said. Moreover, the White House 
wants to discuss the issue with 
Dole early this week, said a 
source who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In order to have the Judiciary 
Committee consider the resolu¬ 
tion, Dole must have 50 co-spon¬ 
sors, half of them Republicans. 

Several senators, including Pat¬ 
rick Leahy, a Democrat, and two 
Republicans, Strom Thurmond 


and Bob Kasteu, already have 
withdrawn their support, but 
others like Daniel Moymhan, a 
Democrat, have joined the 
group. Dole’s staff said. By late 
Friday, Dole’s office estimated 53 
co-sponsors, roughly the same 
number as at tbe end of 
September. 

The resolution, an emotional 
bombshell among Turks and 
Armenians, has put President 
Bush in a bind. 


Although members of his 
administration oppose the mea¬ 
sure, be said dining the 1988 
presidential campaign that tiie 
United States must acknowledge 
“tbe attempted genocide of the 
Armenian people in the last years 


of tiie Ottoman Empire.” 

At the time. Bush raid he knew 
the Republic of Turkey objected 
to the characterisation of the 
period between 1915 and 1923 as 
a "genocide.” Some 1.5 mflfion 
people were killed during that 
era. 

Publicly, the administration 
has not taken a stand on tbe 
resolution. Marlin Fftzwater, the 
White House spokesman, said 
Bush bad no position on the 
mesure. 


Tbe a dminis tr a tion of former 
President Ronald Reagan 
opposed such a resolution, and 
similar resolutions failed to win 
House approval three times dur¬ 
ing this 


The U.S. State Department 
said "history should be the 
judge” of whether tiie Armenians 
were tbe victims of genocide. 

Dole said the measure would 
designate April 24, 1990, as tiie 
"national day of remembrance of 
tike 75th anniversary of tbe geno¬ 
cide of 1915-1923/’ 

It would show support for the 1 
million U.S. residents of Arme¬ 
nian ancestry who were victims of 
the genocide, he said. In a letter 
to other senators. Dole said the 
resolution was pro mp t e d by bis 
August visit to the Soviet Repub¬ 
lic of Armenia to viat earthquake 
victims. 

"And I can attest, from my 
own recent viat to Armenia, that 
tiie Armenian people feel real 


friendship for the United States 
and our people,” he said. 

Both Dole and Sen. Pete Wfl- 
son, also a Republican, said they 
didn't want the resolution to be 
misunderstood as a slap at. 
Turkey. 

"I would also like to point that 
the resolution does not implicate 
the government of the Republic 
of Turkey in this terrible event,” 
Wilson said. WQsqd is running for 
governor in California, a state 
with a large population of Arme¬ 
nian descendants. 

But Mike McNamara, a paid 
lobbyist for Turkey, said tiie 
Turks are furious about the issue. 
"Tbe bottom line is they don’t 
want to be co mpar ed to Hitler,” 
be said. 


Bodies recovered from Saudi crash 


RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) —> ASawfi Arabian rescue team 
lies of 


has recovered the bodies of three British AerospMe 
««mln ««ii and two Saudi fficis kflted in a plane crash ova: 
kingdom’s eastern province, a British embassy dtpfai aat-s aid 
Monday. The who refused to be named, .said arrange¬ 

ments for flying the bodies home were f*up to British Aerospace.” 
He said tiie bodies were recovered Sunday several boms after the 
crash. He and other sources contacted by telephone at the 
wu hatty refused to give other details, or provide-tiio British 
victims’ names. But the Foreign Office in London identified the 
three British nationals as'Rodney Dix, a pilot, and training 
instructors Alan S mith and Dave Stenhouse. The-Sandi Defence 




and Aviation Ministry identified tiie two SfflJdi victims as flier 
trainees Saleh Ibn Jatnaan and AwadlbnHussein AIQahtanL 
They were to be buried here later in the day. The Saudi numstiy 
gftid in a statement the twm-cagme Jetstream 31 aircraft crashed 
during a t raining missio n Saturday over tiie eastern province, 
which h a rbour s Ghawar and Al Fateh, the world's largest oil 
fields. The Jetstream crashed *fter “a major technical 
said tiie statement, issued Sunday. 


Algerian journalists seek media reform 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian journalists have formally created an 
independent trade union and called for-radical reform of the 
country's stale media. A communique carried by the Algerian 
News Agency (APS) Sunday after a two-day n a tional journalists’ 
conference said the present system had led to professional and 
intellectual sterility. "Algerian journalists call on the authorities 
to cany out a pr of ou nd restructuring of the system of na tio nal 
information,” the statement said. All Algerian media are owned 
and run by the gover nm ent and journalists have complained of 
censorship, arb itrary dknmsah and worsening work conditions. 
The movement of Algerian journalists quickly bec am e tiie main 
journalists’ ration after ite formation in mid-1988 in opposition to 
an qffidal union finked to the rating National Liberation Front. 
The conference, with 453participants; gave the movement formal 
structure by electing a 15-member provirioiial executive, the 
communique said. 
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Mother appeals to reduce son’s sentence 


RASHAYA, Lebanon (R)—The mother of a Lebanese jailed m 
Cyprus.for eight*yeare for smuggling arms appealed to the Cypriot 
government Sunday to reduce his sentence. *T plead with tbe 
Cypriot government to have mercy on my son and reduce die 
court’s sentence to a mi i ri mnm. My son did hot commit any harm 
to die Cypriot gove rnm ent or people whom we respect,” said Srima, 
the mmherflf Fmile A lam Flrim fthiwali. Ghazafi WBS among six 
Lebanese convicted over an alleged plot to kill Lebanese army 
Commander Michel Aram by shooting down bis helicopter at 
Ldxnaca Airport in May. They pleaded guilty to snuffing , two 
SAM-7 anti-aircraft missiles, Kalashnikov rifles, ammu nition and 
grenades into Cyprus. "I ask the Cypriot government to allow me 
to visit my son Entile in prison and speak to him even if for a short 
period,” said 60-year-old Salma Ghazafi. She said she could not 
afford to travel to Cyprus and called on international organisa¬ 
tions to help her. 


Syrian airforce determined to fight Israel 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said Sunday its air force was more 
determined to fight Israel after a Syrian pilot flew his MiG-23 
Jewii 


figh ter to the Jewish state. "Treason by a traitor who was 
mobilised ty the Israeli enemy would not affect the greatness of 
this force, its loyalty to the nation and its commitment to defend 
the Arab landsaid the.official Tisbrin newspaper, “Syria 
which is c ont inu i n g its march to achieve strategic parity with tiie 
7inmst many is confident in its .men and their high combat 
spirit,” die Al Thawra daily said. The official newspapers praised 
Syria’s air force on the eve - of tbe force's 43rd anniversary. Syria 
saU Saturday thepilot, whom it named as Bfusam Al-Adl, flew to 
Israel at the end of a spying mission for the Jewish state. "The air 
force will, celebrate its anniversary while it is more detenztinedto- 
cdntmue its glorious match with a greater will for achiev ing 
victory,” Al Thawra said. The papers said tiie air force wfll mark 
its anniversary by flying fighter jets over Damascus and other 
Syrian cities. 


Ozal stresses importance of Turkey-EC ties 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s ties with tiie European Community 
(EC) cany mare importance than an actual date for joining as a 
foil member. Prime Minister Turgut Ozal has said. “The date is 
not important for us now. What is important is the continuation of 
relations with tiie EC It is also important for the EC that Turkey 
is not cast aside and is given a green fight,” he told a news 
conference, Turkey, an assodate EC member since 1963, applied 
for full membership in April 1987 and is expecting a reply from 
Brussels before the mid of tiie year. “This is a political decision,” 
Ozal said. "I believe the EC, and especially its more prominent 
members, most carefully consider the future world and Middle 
East relations and view Turkey’s membership in that fight.” 
Parfa'amentarians from some EC countries have voiced objections 
to Turkey's membership, citing its shaky economy, patchy human 
rights record and Muslim identity. - 


Bulgaria, Turkey to discuss dispute 


SOFIA (R) —- Bulgaria has said ft would hold talks with Turkey 
this month on the two countries' dispute over Bulgaria's ethnic 
Turkish minority. Deputy Foreign Minister IvanGanev told a 
news conference that the two foreign ministers, Petar MTadenov 
of Bulgaria and Mesut Yihnaz of Turkey, would meet in Kuwait 
on Oct. 30. The meeting has been arranged in .response to a 
from the Organisation of Islamic Co n ference far direct- talks on 
the issue. Turkey 1 has already agreed in principle to attend, 
Ankara wants a pact with Sofia over the future of Bulgaria's L5 
millio n ethnic Turks and the property rights of 310,000refugees 
who have fled tp Turkey since mid-May. 
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IfcOfl_News summary in Arabic 

1&05 ..Local programme 

lfctt.Agricultural programme 

19*45 .Programme review 

2fc60.Newsin Arabic 

2038.Arabicseria 

21:38 . Programme review 

21340 .Local programme 

mo ......... News summary in Arabic 

PROGRAMME TWO 

l&M.Documentary 

UfcOO . News hi French. 

19:15 .Aujourd 'Hui En Jordanie 

19J0.NewsinHebiew 

2fc0O.News in Arabic 

2t£8 . Paul Daniel's Magjc Show 

21:10 ..Sapcnen se 

2240.Newsin English 

p--M .Hunter 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:19 . Fajr 

Q5J6 .(Sunrise) Duha 

ii_« ..Dhuhr 

1405 .‘Asr 

-17J0S ..... 

.. 


CHURCHES 


Si Mary of Nazareth CfcunA, SwcRIefc. 
Tel. 810740. 

Assemblies (f Cod Cbarch, Tel. 
632785. 685326. 

Si Joseph Cbarch TeL 624590. 
Cbarch of tbe Anaudadoa Td. 
637440. 

De Is SsBe Church TeL 661757 
Temsaots C hu rc h Tel: 622366 
Church ot tbe An—wriatfon Tel. 
623541. 

AagBcaa Cbarch TeL 625383. TeL 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chorch Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbarch TeL 

775261. 

Si Ephraim Omrtb Td. 771752. 
Amman International Cbarch TeL. 
683326. 

Ev ang e lha l Lotheraa Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Chord: of Jeans Christ oT Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 654932. 



Min Aiar* 

Amman.. 131‘ 

Aqaba. 18/30 

Deserts.-. 12/27 

Jordan Valley. 19/30 

Yesterday'S high t emp er atur es: Ann 
man 28, Aqaba 31- Huandiqr rcwSngr: 
Amman 30 per cent. Aqaba 30 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Latif ShaNm 

KbaGfeh pharmacy ...— 




Electric Power 

Company..636381 

RJ FTigm Icfonnsrioc__ 08-53200 

Queen AEalntL Airport_ 08-53200 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital.... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


HOSPITALS 


Gvfl Defence Department..— 661111 
CSvQ Defence Imwirrfiate 

Rocne...................- 

Cnil Defence Emergency— 

Rescue Police .— 192,621111 

Hre Brigade-.-.-. 

Blood Bank... 


WEATHER 


BeOetin supplied by tbe Department td 
Meteorology. 


Slight drop in temperatures is ex¬ 
pected and some donds appear a 
different altitudes. Winds #31 be 
westerly moderate fresh, la Aqaba, 
winds wfll be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. NabO al Mubtascb.828252 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Jabr.. 775050 

Dr. Anwar MnsaAJHij_771620 

Dr. Abdul HadiTavyeb.620115 

Rras pharmacy. . . 661912 

fawns pharmacy...778336 

A! Asem pharmacy ............ 637055 

Nanookfa pharmacy.-623672 

Al Salam pharmacy.636730 

Yacoub ptannacy ................ 644945■ 

Shmcfawn pharmacy.637660 

DSHD: 

Dr. Nabfl AbuAl*Ota. 

AJSharaa'pharmacy.. 


Ploiice... 


Traffic 

Public Security Department.. 
Hotel Complaints —........... 

Price Cnwint ain K ... 

WaterandSetrerage 

Comp l aints -- 

Amman hfomcrpahiy 

Compkhns... 

Telephone Infbfmarios 
(dreamy assistance) 
Overseas 


630341 
. ... 199 
,637777 
891228 
775121 
843402- 
896390 
630321 
605800 
661176 


AMMAN: 

Hnssem Metical Centre 
KhaM Maternity, J. Anm 
Akfleh Maternity, J.Anm. 
Jabal Amman Maternity... 
MaBias,J. Ananao 

ftlcahe . Shmrt«ni .. 

Shmeisam Hospital 
Ur. 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


Othor nights (Terminal 2) 

“2- Kuwaiti 

Si.as 

—_5SftaSfij 

.....London/ 


Uppcrfkmer pooc 


Apple 


Banana (Mnkarmnrj, 


...... 897467 


—.787111 


The Islamic, 
•AI-AULAbdrii 
frafian, AH 
Al-Baahir.J. 
Army, Maria 


Central Amman Telephone 


.... 121 
01QZ30 


i Telephone Repain ..... 

Jordan T desision ---- 

Radio Jordan .— - 

Water Authority .................. 

Jradan Electricity Authority... 


623101’ 

661101 

773111 

774111. 

660100 

815615 


Qaemi Aha Hospital_ 

Anul Hospital. 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Gtrrt. Hospital. 

Zanja National Hospital .. 

IbeSna Hospital .. 

ntsnh 

Princess Basma Hospital.. 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
Urn Al Nafees Hospnai..... 


.833813/32 
.. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 
..... 642362 
.....636140 
_ 664171/4 

.669131 

.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
, 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 
60224050 
.... 674155 


Has ioSxtnxdaa h mppEed by Royal 
Jocduun (RJ) mSomatkm depmt- 

ment at the Omen Aha International 
Airport TeL (08/53209-5, where it 
sbmld always be verified. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal i) 


Carrot, 
CanEBowcr. 
Cora. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) FHghts 
(Terminal 1) 


Singapore, KajdaLmnpar 

i „„ jpsaams 
...Jeddah 



— Meat, Dubai 
Doha. Bahrain 


-Abu Dhabi, Kuwait 

.Montreal, New York 

.. Copenhagen, Frankfurt 

-Tripoli 

-Belgrade, Bucharest 


•7 M .....___ 

1M9_ 

jg ==fia±Bi 

IMS-W. Madrid ( 

IMO- Pans. Bronchi 

--Frankfurt, London ) 

■Jg{ —.Kuwait, Dhahran < 

gas ^DWbil'SSj 

fJ-M .Laraacal 


Cnc amb eu 
Cucumbers 
Dates... 


Grapefintit 

Grapes 


-Grapes (bind) 
Guava -- 


H*..— 


ZL-15 


--Jeddah | 


*fc3l Kuh Lumpur, Singapore 


Mallow—• 
Marrow 
Marrow 
Olra,. 


Other Flights (Terminal^ 


Onion (dry)_ _ 


S£.. Kuwaiti 

13 £ zzrtraSSSi 

»» - =SBT 

Dutnil 


Potato _ 


(Melon 
.Ikauatoec 


Wafer Meka. 


Bs per kg. 

... 420 / 380 
.. 550 / 500 
..'400 / 350 
.. 350/300 
480 / 420 
- 160/120 

- 350 / 300 
.. 280/240 

180/120 

- 200/150 
.. 370/320 

- 700 / 600 
.. 220/280 
:. 900 / 800 
.. 230/180 

400/350 
400/350 
450/400 
190/150 
160/120 
180/150. 
380/240- 
570/500" 
290 / 250 
200/160' 
200/160 
350 / 300 
300 / 250 
300 / 240 
350 / 300 
140/100 
210/180 
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ELECTIONS *89 


**LIC ENCia> to elect”warning: Holders of iHMwfnK ««* — 
pas, revolvers or pisteb will be deemed, henceforth, law 
breachm vaffl after the polling day, Nov. 8L The Miafatry of 
^ iwaed nidations. In what fa seen as a bid to 
aronaveat any election mispaps, stressing that “g o mc ra” at large 
w "* *■* Prosecution even if their gnus were licensed or 
na i oa ilfd . Snch a precaution fa needed and landed. Better still fa to 
establish some sort of intrinsic ac tf -restr ai nts amongst 
radur than dfacct geaera&sed orders of that kind. Again, do we 
aped a ban on faUftdnri dalogu amongst would-be parfia- 
mentarians to dflnte dK.psasinin of c onfrontati ons, be ft 
htfHkrtn al or otherwise? 

• • • 

TOUJAN Faisal, a pr omin ent ha i n w and r— p aigner of im™n 
and children’s rights, fa running tor t he Circassian w 
A mman ’s Fifth District. In a single 5 by 2 a dve r tise ment in one of 


programme in the newspaper because she lacks Am foods Ibr a big 
camp a ign . The Jordan Times has learnt that a number of women, 
and men as wefl, are contemplating a fund-raising campaign to 
help Faisal. Good i»*- 

4 • * 

SOME formidable aa ttoifs AM rnitmp lftyiwnr «r> lyrMKtfcig h« thp 
cap i ta l latefa. According to a candki'.te, Samt Gammo, who bo s 
made them Ms words of wisdom, the number of Jordanians looking 
for Jobs will grow to 1,300,000 in the year 2000 from 560,000 in 
1985. According to the who nmnmg fnr ttie CTirivtiaii 

seat in the Third District, Jordan wffl only be able to employ a 
marimnwi of 900,000 at that time. 

* *L # 

ONE very interesting and sincere slogan by one of the camfidates 
for the Circassian seat in tbe Thkd Dfatrfat at Amman promises, in 
addi t ion to f h fthft d r e p re se ntat ion, to “re f orm what fa possible.” 
Thk slogan, far my opinion, comm the dosest toreafity among 
many other slogans adopted by candidates. Bnt then, thecamfldaie 
de scrib e s hhnadf as die “mwkhtar” (elected leader) of the 
Qroedm and probably Ms long experience—he fa very old — 
has given him an edge over other egflmsfastic candidates. 

• • * 

A CANDIDATE, who has been banned from running in the 
elections because be carries a two-year passport, says that toe last 
time he saw bfis passport was a five-year A**™"** bat then be 
han’t seen hb passport la 12 years. 

* • • 

AT NOON today the final list at candidates rmuiog for the 
ejections will be revealed by the district governors. The Jordan 
Times wishes aS tbe candidates tbe best of lack and may the best 
candidates win. 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 


SOVIET-JORDANIAN FRIENDSHIP DAYS: Soviet-Jordanian 
Friendship Days wifi open at tbe A1 Hussein Youth City’s Palace of 
Culture on Wednesday under the patronage of His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent. The opening festival will be 
addressed by Jfte president of the Jordanian-Soviet Friendship 
Society, gafafat Talhouni, and other notable members of weQ as toe. 
visiting deputy prime minister from the Soviet Republic of Latvia. A 
Soviet folkloric show, which includes Soviet national dances and 
songs will be presented as part of toe pe r formances. (Petra) 

CANDIDATES BANNED FROM DELIVERING SERMONS: 

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Salem Masa’deb has 
sent a request to Minister of Awqaf and Mamie Affairs Dr. Abdul 
Aziz Al Xhayyat to ban all candidates from delivering sermons or 
speeches in mosques from now and until the end of toe current 
election campaign. The request also called on the minatcr of Awqaf 
to prevent mosque preachers from promoting any of toe candidates 
in their sermons. The minister of interior also issued an order 
prohibiting'members of the public from carrying firearms untQ 
election day on Nov. 8. he said violators wifi nsk having their 
weapons confiscated and will stand trial. (Petra) 

SAUDI TEAM VISIT CDD: A team of Saudi Arabian CSvil 
Defence officers Monday called at the CSvil Defence Department 
(CDD) in Amman. They were briefed on toe various duties of the 
department, and tbe first aid, fire-fighting and other operations 
carried out by civil defence men in Jordan. (Petra) 

IRAQt-JORDANIAN COOPERATION: The implementation of 
an Inugt-Joffdanian agreement on cooperation in Islamic affa ire was 
discussed at a meeting here Monday by Mmister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affaire Abdul Aziz A1 Khayyat and via ting Iraqi Awqaf 
Ministry undersecretary, Mohammad Sharif. The two officials 
reviewed Islamic affaire in general and ways of bolstering bilateral 
cooperation in religion-related affairs. (Petra) 

OLIVE GATHERING IN IRBID: A meeting was held in Irbid 
Monday to discuss organising olive gathering later this month in the 
Irbid Govemorate. Matters related to the work of olive presses and 
supervision by health authorities over their work as well as tbe health 
safety regulations to be observed, were discussed at tbe meeting 
chaired by Agriculture Department Director Nouredcfin Shboul. 
(Petra) 

NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE AT NUZHA DISTRICT: A 

community centre was Monday opened at Nuzha District of A mm a n 
within the perimetre of a housing estate set up by the Urban 
Development Department (UDD). Department Director Hisham AI 
T’-ngHfl inaugurated the centre winch will provide child and family 
health care, vocational training for local women, initiate voluntary 
work by toe local residents and take measures to safeguard a dean 
and pure environment, according to a UDD spokesman. (Petra) 

WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers arc advised to verify the listed 
rim* and place with tbe concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

4 An art exhibition by Fuad Mimi and ‘Ammar Khammash at 
Abdul Hamkl Sboaum Foundation’s Scientific and Ctoaral 
Centre. 

4 An book exhibftion displaying a coB c c tk m of boobs 

Arifa; wM» afwanmle and Hterarv matters related to Mam to 
addition to children's books, at the Yatnoak University. 

4 A photograpMe eahftitioB depicting Bfe as wefl as historical and 
jorhaeological in Oman at the Yarmoak University. 

6AnItafianplH*deritorftiOT at toe RoyMCfcdtnral Centre—530 
p.m* 


4 A French fib* entitled “Family Meeting” at the Royal Culture! 
Centra — &60 pan. f 

SEMINAR 

fr A SBttfatar on hereditary diseases at Alxhd HamM Shoman 
Foundation's and Cn&unl Centre — &W pan. 

BAZAAR 

fr A Jswanr whfcfa fadades refigioas and children’s books in 
■ddBon to embroideries and knitwear products, at Al Nuzha 
Co n ani i ftyCemre. 


Princess Basma returns from talks 
on launching IPPF-affiliated council 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma has 
attended a preparatory meeting 
in London to prepare for the 
establishment of a pan-Arab con¬ 
sultative council affiliated to the 
London-based International 
Planned Parenthood Federation 
(IPPF). 

The princess who returned to 
Amman following the one-day 
meeting, had served as repre¬ 
sentative of the Queen Aha Jor¬ 
dan Social Welfare Fund (QAF) 
in her capacity as the chairperson 
of the board of trustees, accord¬ 
ing to a QAF statement. 

It said the meeting has elected 
Princess Basma to serve as head 
of a committee that will prepare 
for the consultative council’s 
meeting which is scheduled for 
May 1990 in Amman. 

the QAF statement noted that 
toe committee groups Dr. Jawad 
Anani, and Mr. Talal Abu Gha- 


zaleh from Jordan, Dr. Suad Sab- 
bah and Dr. Hassan Ibrahim 
from Kuwait, Dr. Farida Alaqi 
from the Gulf states. Dr. Mtmsef 
Salameh from Tunisia and Dr. 
Hammoudeh Hanafi who heads a 
regional Arab organisation on 

famil y p lanning 

The statement noted that the 
constituent meeting, which mil 
be attended by prominent perso¬ 
nalities from the Arab World, 
was expected to discuss a pro¬ 
jected statute and plans erf action 
to fulfil tbe federation’s objec¬ 
tives. 

The IPPF, founded in 1952, 
aims to initiate and support fami¬ 
ly planning services throughout 
toe world, and to increase under¬ 
standing of population problems. 

It offers technical assistance 
and training, collaborates with 
other international organisations 
and provides information on all 
aspects of family planning. 



HRH Princess Basma 


According to the statement, 
toe one-day meeting in London 
was attended by representatives 
of social and voluntary societies 
in toe Arab World. 


Computer ‘timebomb’ explodes 
but no ‘big bang’ in Jordan 


By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — The computer time¬ 
bomb which was set to explode 
Friday tbe 23tb at tbe stroke of 
appears to have done, so 
but without causing too much dam¬ 
age to Jordan’s computer users. 

The technological timebomb was 
.a computer “virus," a rogue prog¬ 
ramme called “Datacrime," which 
multiplies itself at a virulent rate, 
viciously hacking away at a compu¬ 
ter’s processing capability and des¬ 
troying stared information when it 
is triggered. 

“We got telephone f*Tk from 
some 13 (the number is purely 
coincidental) customers that said 
they are having problems with their 
prog rammes, " said an In ternational 

Business Machines (IBM) dealer 
who chose anonymity. “We have 
asked them to bring in their compu¬ 
ters but we don’t think the damage 
was too great." 

But, in the international scene, 
particularly within the United 
States, the damage caused is re¬ 
ported to.be substantial despite 
preventive measures. No definite 
figures are yet available, perhaps 
because financial institutions are 
reluctant to admit loss of precious 
records for obvious reasons. 

The virus, which could also begin 
scrambling data into “electronic 
rubbish,” after Ocl £3, is suspected 
to have hit many users using IBM 
or IBM-compatibte computers but 
preventive action by some dealers 
avoided the loss of too much data; 
at least in Jordan. 

“About 10 users said they had 
the virus," said Amjed Abweh, 
technical support supervisor at Spe¬ 
cial Systems Company. "But we 
solved the problems with no major 
damage," he added. 

■ But Abweh expected more users 
to be infected by “Datacrime," 
which is beheved to have originated 
in Holland, or other strains erf 
viruses “because users keep ex¬ 
changing software." 

“If one is infected it spreads the 
vims," he explained. Exchanging 
floppy discs and unauthorised 
copying of discs is one of the main 
carriers of the “deadly” virus. 

Another expert agreed, “every¬ 
one copies everything in Jordan ' 
which makes it more difficult to 
trace the Infection’." 

Other dealers reported fewer in¬ 
fections- “We got one call from a 
customer bm we still have no con¬ 
firm it was a virus," Nabfl Kawwa, 
service manager at General Com¬ 
puter Electronics Company, said 


’Fast* action 

There is not much time Lost 
between "the infection and tbe 
destruction*' caused by the virus. A 
fink comes on the screen with the 
word “Datacrime,” followed by a 
beep-beep and then, like some de¬ 
mented technological Woody 
Woodpecker, the virus would pro¬ 
ceed to peck out vital pans of (fisc 
data. 

Since March, more than a dozen 
versio ns have been found of die 
virus that is programmed to do its 
dirty work at 00:01 a.m. Friday. 

Abweh said IBM bad sent out an 
international alarm to its dealers 
and users, outlining pr e v en tive me¬ 
asures. "We gave free-of-charge 
anti-viral programmes to our major 
diems, who number about 15," 
Abweh said. “No major damage 
has been reported." 

Anti-viral programmes scan a 
computer’s software, looking for 
changes in programming codes that 
may signal the presence of the 
virus. Once the virus is detected, 
then the technical team comes in 
and saves the data. 

"I feel like a crime-fighter or a 
ghost buster,” said an IBM techni¬ 
cian who has been going around 
Inspecting IBM systems in town. 

Major banks and hotels in the 
Kingdom have already taken pre¬ 
cautions. 

“We are protected," said an 
employee at the Amman Marriott 
Hotel a few hours before the virus 
was due to strike. “We have an 
anti-virus programme in our 
system." 

Banks are more vulnerable since 
they are internally oormected to 
networks. At least two banks in the 
country have the anti-virus scan¬ 
ning programme. 

More to come 

But some of anti-viral software 
has not reached all markets, 
according to Kawwa. "Each type of 
system has its own anti-viral soft¬ 
ware.” International experts say 
fimt there are perhaps as many as 
150 strains of viruses. “The most 
appreciated is the FU Mancha 
virus, programmed to add insults to 
the n«me of certain politicians 
when they are mentioned in com¬ 
puter texts,” according to an expert 
quoted in the British press. 

According to international ex¬ 
perts, no anti-virus programme 
could be fullproof. “The Friday the 
13th virus” — better known as tbe 
"Columbus Day virus” in the U1S. 
because it was due to be activated 
the day after the American nation¬ 


al holiday—“is so clever that often 
the only sign you have that your 
disk is infected is when you notice 
you have no space left,” said an 
international consultant quoted by 
Rearers. 

Origins unknown 

No one knows who is behind 
"Datacrime,” but of course spe¬ 
culations are rife. Some U.S. milit¬ 
ary officials suggest that either a 
European group linked to West 
German extremists or a Norwegian 
group unhappy with the fame ac¬ 
quired by Christopher Columbus as 
the Discoverer of America, who is 
honoured on Columbus Day, could 
be behind the diabolical scheme. 

Other expens believe that some 
software manufacturers, simply fed 
up with users copying their prog¬ 
rammes, have incorporated the 
virus in selected programmes to 
infect pirated copies. 

As one Jordanian user pur it, 
“Now I am definitely scared to 
copy a friend's programme.” At 
least one person has been deterred, 
if that was the aim of the master¬ 
minds behind the virus scheme. 

Politics of course are never for 
away from any disaster, and com¬ 
puter viruses are no exception; 
another, strain of virus lurking In 
computer networks in the -United 
States is known as Jerusalem or' 
PLO (Palestine Liberation Orga¬ 
nisation). Can anyone discern a 
political link there, just another 
block in tbe wall against the PLO, 
perhaps?. 

Escaping from the virus this year 
does not guarantee anything. It can 
get you next year. Rumours are 
already Boating through the inter¬ 
national computer community that 
yet another strain of “Datacrime" 
is on its way that will destroy all the 
data left untouched by the first 
virus. 

So in order to avoid this dilem¬ 
ma, experts suggest precautionary 
measures: 

— Backup data files should be 
made; 

— Computer should only use 
authorised programmes; 

— Personal computers (PC) 
have key-lock options which pre¬ 
vent any other user from accessing 
programmes. This is perfect for the 
paranoid user who dunks everyone 
wants to destroy his programmes; 

— Anti-viral programmes which 
could cost as little as $25 according 
to a local dealer, 

— And do not be generous and 
share floppy discs, one of the main 
means through which virus 
spreads. 


UNESCO to sponsor two regional 
meetings in Amman on education 


AMMAN (J.T.)—In toe coming 
two months, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UN¬ 
ESCO) will sponsor two confer¬ 
ences in Amman as part of the 
organisation’s on-going en¬ 
deavours to promote education in 
the Arab World, according to Dr. 
■Mohammad Ibrahim Kazem, 
director of the organisation’s re¬ 
gional office in Amman. 

In the coming month a confer¬ 
ence will be held under the pat¬ 
ronage of His Royal Highness 
Crows Prince Hassan, the Re¬ 
gent, and with the participation 
of ministers of education, finance 
and planning in tbe Arab World 
to pave toe way for the 1990 
Education For All conference to 
be held under UNESCO’s au¬ 
spices in Bangkok, Thailand, 
Kazem said in an interview with 
the Al Dust our Arabic daily 
newspaper. 

There will be a general Arab 
conference on ed uc a t i o n and 
vocational training in Amman in 
December, also sponsored by the 
UNESCO office in Amman, to 
discuss ways by which the orga¬ 
nisation can maintain its coopera¬ 
tion with governments in general 
education and framing, Kazem 

These meetings and others, he 
.said, are largely designed to 
promote basic education for era¬ 
dicating illiteracy in the Arab 
World by the year 2000. 

Kazem noted that UNESCO 
has organised 16 major meetings 


in Amman since 1978, involving 
the participation of nearly 450 
delegates from various Arab 
states. 

In addition to organising pan- 
Arab meetings here, toe UN¬ 
ESCO office provides technical 
advice to the Jordanian author¬ 
ities on organising workshops, 
national seminars and other 
gatherings dealing with educa¬ 
tional matters, Kazem noted. 

He said that his office has 
completed several studies and 
field surveys in Jordan in coop¬ 
eration with the University of 
Jordan and Yaixnouk University, 
as well as the Institute of Public 
Administration. 

UNESCO also continues toe 
process of employing Jordanian 
experts in conducting its educa¬ 
tion programmes in the Arab 
World, Kazem said. 

UNESCO also directs its atten¬ 
tion to preserving the cultural and 
historic heritage in the Arab 
World particularly the holy places 
such as Jerusalem, Kazem said. 

Jerusalem has a special cultural 
and religious importance for all 
religions and abounds with Isla¬ 
mic shrines, calling for cot tinned 
attention and preservation,' 
Kazem pointed out. 

He said that toe organisation 
recognises the rights of toe 
Palestinians; and Palestine has an 
observer states at the UNESCO 
meetings until full recognition is 
given to Palestine in UNESCO’s 
next meeting scheduled for 
September 1990. 


In outlining the regional 
office’s responsibilities, Kazem 
noted that toe regional office 
here was established with the 
purpose of helping UNESCO’s 
Arab member states carry out 
their efforts in promoting educa¬ 
tion. 

It organises regional seminars 
and meetings, helps to develop 
educational services, enhances 
cooperation among Arab coun¬ 
tries and conducts activities that 
benefit aD UNESCO member na¬ 
tions. 

UNESCO faces an immense 
task in the Arab World which is 
inhabited by 210 million, ex¬ 
pected to rise to 281 million 
people by the end of the present 
century, Kazem noted. 

He said that the fertility rate is 
considerably high in the Arab 
World, with exception of Tunisia, 
Lebanon and Egypt where family 
planning is 'in force to stem 
population growth. 

Kazem blamed a number of 
factors such as fertility, migration 
and m planning as causes for the 
present problems in the Arab 
countries, and quoted statistics as 
showing that more than half of 
the Arab World’s population are 
now under 18 years of age requir¬ 
ing toe provision of education, 
health and other essential ser¬ 
vices. 

He said that even in poor Arab 
countries there are no plans to. 
stem high population growth, and 
the problems are therefore bound 
to increase and aggravate. 


Crown Prince visits armoured division 


AMMAN — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
H^assn, toe Regent, Monday inspected toe post- 
toms OF toe Fiih Royal Armoured Division and 
attended a ceremony marking the 20th 
anniversary of one of its unto. After the speeches 
by commanders welco ming Prince Hmbw, the 
troops presented a performance at martial arts 


hM-hwHng Tae Kwon Do, target shooting, tag of 
war, mid firing with light arms. Later the Crown 
Prince watched finfc manoeuvres and received a 
gift from tbe commander of toe units to com' 
memorate the visit. Senior army officers a tt e nded 
toe ceremony (Petra) 


158,000 citizens 
benefit from SSC 


AMMAN (Petra) — Since Its establishment in 1980, 
the Social Security Corporation (SSC) has provided 
financial benefits to 158,000 citizens, 7,000 of whom 
now receive monthly pensions and 102,000 who 
received lump sum compensation at the end of their 
services, SSC Director General Mahdi Al Farhan 
announced Monday. 


Nearly 49,000 citizens sustain¬ 
ing occupational injuries were 
also among toe beneficiaries who 1 
.were provided with treatment 
and wage compensation, the SSC 
chief told a press conference. 

He said that a total of JD 52 
million had been spent in com¬ 
pensation and treatment of all 
kinds. 

Over the past 10 years, the SSC 
invested JD 297 million in a 
number of companies, shares. 


government bonds and hotels, of 
which JD 52 minio n were in¬ 
vested during last year alone. 

Some of the investments went 
to the industry which is now 
absorbing more and more unem¬ 
ployed citizens, thus contributing 


to solve the unemployment prob¬ 
lem, Farhan noted. 

Giving a breakdown of figures, 
Farhan said JD 57.5 million had 
been invested in industry and 
agriculture, JD 44 million in 
shareholding companies, includ¬ 
ing the Jordan Phosphates Mine 
Company, the Glass Factory, and 
toe Jordan Petroleum Refinery 
Company. 

He said that investments totall¬ 
ing JD 9.5 milli on were made in 


, of .companies providing services to 


the public, including the Jordan 
Industrial Estates Corporation, 
and local newspapers. 

In toe agricultural sector, toe 
SSC invested JD 3.1 million, and 
JD 13 million have, been depo¬ 


sited in Jordanian banks. 

The investments, he said, con¬ 
stitute a good source of income, 
augmenting the SSCs resources. 

In addition, the SSC invested 
JD 21 milli on in housing projects, 
offering loans to companies such 
as toe Jordan Public Transport 
Coiporation, the Vocational 
Training Corporation and tbe 
Royal Scientific Society. 

Farhan predicted that the com¬ 
ing years will witness an increase 
in SSCs commitments whereby 
the corporation will be required 
to pay more pensions to a larger 
number of citizens and in view of 
the fact that the number of be¬ 
neficiaries who pay premiums in¬ 
crease by the year. 

Farhan said that the total 
amount offered in compensation 
to the beneficiaries this year is far 
below toe amount accruing from 
tbe SSCs investment. 

He expressed satisfaction with 
th-* SSCs performance and pre¬ 
dicted a very comfortable sitution 
from now until well beyond the 
year 2000. 


Seminar on diseases common to man 
and animal opens in Amman today 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A three-day 
seminar on diseases common to 

man and animal affecting people 

in the Arab World opens here 
Tuesday under die patronage of 
IDs Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, with 
the participation of delegates 
from Arab and foreign countries. 

According to the organisers a 
total of 50 working papers dealing 
with diseases, arch as rabies, 
bilharzia and malaria, will be 


reviewed by the delegates from 
20 different countries. 

According to Dr. Yousef 
Omeish, chairman of a commit¬ 
tee preparing for the meeting, the 
discussions aim to follow up and 
encourage studies on diseases 
common to man and animal in 
the Arab region and research 
designed to protect public health. 

The participants are also ex¬ 
pected to discuss the prospect of 


setting up a pan-Arab centre for 
research and studies in this fie;.! 
to be based in Amman. 

The effect of common diseases 
on man and economic activities- 
will be among toe topics on toe 
agenda, Ommsh noted. 

The meeting, organised in 
cooperation with toe Higher 
'Council for Science and Technol¬ 
ogy, is to be held at King Hussein 
Medical Centre’s Farah Rehabi¬ 
litation Centre. 


Ministerial team visits Jordan Valley 


1 SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) — A 
three-member ministerial com¬ 
mittee Monday made an inspec¬ 
tion tour of the central part of toe 
Jordan Valley, where they met 
with local officials and beads of 
various councils to discuss means 
of dealing with rodents and pests 
in their regions. 

Local municipal councils are 
called on to take proper measures 
to ensure cleanliness and safe¬ 
guard public and health safety 
within their regions, Minister of 
Water and Irrigation Mohammad 
Saleh Al Keilani said at a meeting 
with local officials at Sbuneh. 

He said local councils, in coop¬ 
eration with concerned author¬ 
ities, will have to deal with the 
causes of rodents and pests ‘as 


well as damage and harm to crops 
and people. 

The minister, who was accom¬ 
panied on the torn: by the other 
two members of a committee 
formed earlier upon the direc¬ 
tives of Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid $en Shaker, said that natu¬ 
ral manure used by toe local 
fanners and the absence of prop¬ 
er pesticides to deal with the 
insects and other harmful pests in 
the region tie behind the danger. 

The two other members are 
Mmister of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment 
Yousef Ham dan and Minister of 
Agriculture Bassam Al Sake: 
who together inspected work on 
the King Abdullah Canal which is 


to provide water for the irrigation 
of nearly 37,000 dunums of land 
at toe Hisban and Kafrein pro¬ 
jects. 

The three ministers beard a 
briefing by the director of the 
Water and Irrigation Department 
on the project. 

Keilani announced to a meet¬ 
ing later that the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation will shortly 
form three separate committees 
to work under toe local governors 
to deal with the pests and rodents 
problem. 

Keilani also announced that 
toe Ministry of Water and Irriga¬ 
tion is keen on providing equal 
shares of water to all fanners and 
providing protection to all farm¬ 
lands. 


Cardiac diseases increase in Jordan 


AMMAN (Petra) — Cardiac dis¬ 
eases in Jordan are on the in¬ 
crease and they are now responsi¬ 
ble for nearly seven per cent of all 
deaths in the country, up from 
one per cent in the 1950s. Health 
Minister Zuhair Malhas said 
Monday. 

The mmister was addressing 
the opening session of the first' 
meeting by tbe Higher Commit¬ 
tee for toe Protection of Cardiac 
Diseases at toe Health Ministry. 

He said toe committee was 
deemed necessary to deal with 
issues related to heart diseases 
and to provide advice to the 
public on means of protecting 
themselves from such danger. 

Malhas, who is chairman of the 


committee, sard that heart dis¬ 
eases are among incommunicable 
diseases to which the Health 
Ministry is now directing its in¬ 
creased attention. 

The committee aims to reduce 
tbe number of cardiac cases and 
eventually death rates, and to 
work out a broad policy as well as 
a national programme to help the 
public deal with this problem, 
Malhas noted. 

“So far, there had been no plan 
by any organisation to reduce 
cardiac cases in the country and 
the committee, which has just 
embarked on its task, is hoped to 
promote national efforts in this 
respect,” tbe mmister noted. 


Meanwhile, the Health Minis¬ 
try Monday opened a training 
seminar on food safety and 
health. 

Participants who represent va¬ 
rious information services and tbe 
local press will be oriented on tbe 
harmful effects resulting from 
food which is unfit for human 
consumption. 

According to Health Ministry 
sources, the programme entails 
presenting special lectures 
through radio and television and 
in community centres, schools 
and charitable societies. 

Questions such as food poison¬ 
ing and ways to protect the public 
from contaminated foodstuffs will 
be discussed. 




Japanese envoy visits University of Jordan 


AMMAN — Japanese Ambassador to Jordan 
Makoto Wafanabe visited toe University of Jor¬ 
dan Monday and met with its president, 
Mahmoud Al Samra, to discuss Japanese-Jorda¬ 


nian cooperation in sdentffic and and cultural 
affairs. Hu ambassador is shortly to end hfa toor 
of duty in Amman, which began in April 1988 
(J.T.) 
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‘Case celebre’ 

- THE CASES brought to court by three aspirants to 
parliament seats whose nominations have been turned 
down to challenge the constitutionality of the Election 
Law of the land could go down in Jordan's jurispru¬ 
dence as “case celebre”. It will be noted that the trio 
are viewed as bedouins in the eyes of the said law and 
as eligible to submit their candidatures for elections 
only as such. The three contenders, on the other hand, 
regard themselves first, second and last as Jordanian 
citizens and residents of the areas where they have 
respectively submitted their candidatures. They also 
view themselves as nationals protected by the Constitu¬ 
tion of the country which prohibits any form of 
discrimination on the basis of religion, ethnic origin or 
whatever. 

It would be interesting to see how the court of first 
instance where the cases in question have been lodged 
will determine the important legal issues presented by 
them. It is unfortunate that the derisions of the said 
court cannot be appealed as the constitutional issues at 
bar require adjudication at the highest court of the 
country. 

In point of law, the existing Election Law is archiac 
for providing for classification of Jordanians on the 
basis of religion, ethnic origin and bedouin origin. 
There is no modern system of law anywhere in the 
entire world which condones such distinctions. 
Moreover, Jordan is treaty obligated to remove such 
forms of distinction by virtue of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which it signed 
and ratified some ten years ^*o. 

The entire country must be proud of the three 
Jordanians who will make legal history by presiding 
their legitimate complaints to a court of law. The 
country will be even prouder when the judiciary in 
Jordan will rectify the existing grave errors permeat¬ 
ing the Election Law. For it is one thing to require 
candidates to submit their candidatures in areas where 
are legally domiciled, and it is quite another to accept 
or reject their requests on grounds which are dearly 
unconstitationaL 

JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 

A1 Ra’i Arabic daily said in its editorial Monday that Jordan's 
image before the world was well-projected by the Canadian 
leaden who have held talks with King Hussein and reflected this 
image in their statements. King Hussein was instrumental in 
presenting a bright Jordanian image to the Canadian leaders and 
public and also to all other countries he bad visited over the past 
three decades, the paper noted. Indeed, the King has devoted his 
efforts to promote the cause of peace and to defend Arab rights at 
all forums, and on every occasion, the paper continued. His latest 
talks in Ottawa, which have focused on die rights of the 
Palestinian people in their own homeland succeeded in winning 
over the Canadian public opinion and that of tbe Canadian 
government, the paper noted. Tbe King’s endeavours to lay the 
foundation of peace and stability in foe Middle East and his 
efforts to maintain foe Kingdom's development process through 
cooperation with friendly nations have been appreciated by all tbe 
countries be had visited, said the paper. Jordanian people take 
pride in foe world's appreciation of their leader, and will continue 
the efforts to present the country as a stable, peace loving, united 
and endeavouring to achieve security in foe region, said foe 
paper. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily notes in his column Monday 
that foe Palestinian five-point plan presented to foe United States 
represent the best response to the U.S.-Israeli moves to thwart 
foe Arab Nation’s endeavours to attain a just peace. Mahmoud 
Rimawi says that the United States and Israel had wanted to 
impose their will on the other parties and to choose foe delegation 
that would bold direct talks with the Israeli side, but nothing of 
this sort can be accepted by foe Arabs in general and foe 
Palestinians in particular. Tbe projected IsraeJi-Pal cstmian dia¬ 
logue and foe ongoing U.S.-Palestinian dialogue should be 
employed to pave foe way for a general conference that would 
lead to foe establishment of lasting peace in tbe Middle East, 
otherwise no Arab party win be interested, foe writer notes. He 
says no one is really interested to sit with killers and criminals who 
had been committing atrocities over the past four decades, and 
who want to impose their will on foe Arab side. What foe Arabs 
are interested in is a lasting peace lhal would ensure foe foil rights 
of foe Palestinian people, foe writer adds. Rimawi calls on foe 
Pales tinian leadership, now meeting in Baghdad to beware of foe 
conspiracies and to adhere to the five-point plan and to reject any 
moves that would compromise foe Palestinian people’s rights. 

A1 Dustour daily carried a commentary Monday on foe ongoing 
election campaign in Jordan in tbe run up to the Nov. 8 election 
day. The paper said that foe candidates are called on to heed the 
King’s message to them to act responsibly and to move away from 
any attempts to cause barm or calumny to the other candidates in 
their bid to win support from the voters. The paper said the 
Jordanian people have always been marked with high morals and 
ethics and can only support those candidates who adhere to tbe 
good and sublime principles and strive to serve the higher national 
interests. All those trying to serve the people through parliament 
should have noble objectives and should place the nation’s 
interests above afl otter considerations, said foe paper. It added 
foe the Kingdom is still grappling with numerous problems and 
the future parliament is needed to help cany on the mission and 
maintain the process of construction and development. 


Gorbachev’s revolution in the balance 


By Jonathan Steele • 

THE EXACT moment when 
President Gorbachev's revolution 
from above was overtaken by a 
revolution from below will be 
disputed by historians for a long 
time. Was it on March 26 when 
millions of people used the 
chance to express their real feel¬ 
ings about the party apparatus in 
foe first semi-genuine nationwide 
election ever held here? Was it on 
July 13 when coal miners in foe 
obscure town of Mezhdnrecbensk 
in Siberia refused to go down the 
pit, launching a wave of strikes 
which moved as far as the 
Ukraine and the Arctic? Or was it 
on Aug. 23 when almost half the 
adult population of the three Bal¬ 
tic republics joined hands to form 
a human chain of protest while 
foe local Communist parties 
watched in silence? 

In a sense die is immate¬ 
rial. Whenever it began — ail 
agree that it was sometime this 
year — foe result today is that 
after four and a half years of 
frying to mobilise and activate an 
apathetic population to support 
his reform programme, Mr. Gor¬ 
bachev finds they have suddenly 
gone far out in front. 

While Politburo conservatives 
like Yegor Ligachev demand that 
nothing be done to undermine 
the Communist Party’s constitu¬ 
tionally guaranteed “leading 
role,** anyone with their eyes 
open can see that the party is 
already desperately trying to fol¬ 
low, let alone catch up with pub¬ 
lic opinion. The bean which Mr. 
Gorbachev planted at the 19th 
party conference in June 1988, 
when he first pro posed contested 
elections and forced his reluctant 
colleagues to accept the right of 
other groups to independent poli¬ 
tical activity, has burst forth into 
a towering stalk. 

AfterTO years of absolnte pow¬ 
er, the party's collapse into impo¬ 
tence is hard even for observers 
to take on board. But switch on 
any of tbe TV chat-shows and 
there go tbe talking heads relen¬ 
tlessly dfcragang whether and 
bow the party can survive. This 
sort of thing was not just taboo 
until recently. It would have been 
irrelevant. 

Many party stalwarts at foe 
sharp end of such discussions 
react with alarm, panic, and in 
some cases'a retreat into a pathe¬ 
tic inferiority complex. “1 find it 
sick,” whined a Central Commit¬ 
tee member who works at an 
Tashkent aircraft factory during a 


meeting with the Soviet leader. 
“During tte first Congress of 
People’s Deputies people went 
on for two hours heaping baseless 
ffrituagns on the party, and not a 
single party leader from foe' 
towns or regions came to its 
defence.” 

“AH these informal movements 
have money, paper, and up-to- 
date printing facilities,” com¬ 
plained another Central Commit¬ 
tee man, a foreman at aLening- 
rad machine-building plant, 
“while workers can go for months 
without getting on television.” 
He conveniently forgot the par¬ 
ty’s monopoly of mass cir culati on 
newspapers. 

Even the normally cool prime 
minister, Nikolai Ryzhkov, 
joined the chorus three months 
ago. He complained of tbe “in¬ 
creasing de-ideologisation of soci¬ 
ety,” and went on: “The entire 
course of current events shows 
that the party has lost its author¬ 
ity and foe possibility of exerting 
an influence on everything taking 
place in society. Meanwhile, wit¬ 
tingly OT unwittingly, we maintain 
foe appearance that nothing ex¬ 
traordinary has happened and 
that foe levers are still in onr 
hands.” 

The threats facing tiie party are 
formidable and numerous. The 
central problem is the crushing 
weight of what is seen as its 
history of failure over foe last 65, 
some would say 72 years. The 
elections in March turned into a 
vote of no confidence in the 
apparatns in many of the coun¬ 
try’s largest cities, from Moscow 
where Boris Yeltsin won. to 
Leningrad and Kiev where party 
leaders lost. The party apparatus 
is now faced with a repetition of 
that disaster in foe elections to 
local government bodies which 
are due in two months’ time, as 
well as in tiie elections in the 15 
republics next February or 
March. 

In tbe Baltic republics foe 
apparatus’s performance was 
even worse than in central Rus¬ 
sia. The three Popular Fronts 
won a majority of candidates in 
every republic, and may have a 
dean sweep in foe forthcoming 
polls. Although tiie Fronts in-, 
chide numerous party members, 
these people tend to win despite 
their party membership not be¬ 
cause of it. Many of them joined 
the party for career reasons 
rather than conviction, because 
no one without a party card could 
expect promotion in the universi¬ 
ties, the p rofe s sions, or to fore¬ 


man or manager status in enter¬ 
prises. 

The party leadership fan tain* 

some commit from the fact that 
the informal groups in central 
Russia are not as wefl organised 
as in the Baltics.' But they are 
growing all the time. The miners’ 
strikes have given- a boost to 
grassroots trade union activism, 
and tins too has begun to spread 
into the electoral arena. 

Another major threat to the 
apparatus's rule is its increasing 
iirekvaoce.The Supreme Soviet, 
the full-time new parliament is 
already becoming the centre of all 
legislative activity. Under the 
Gorbachev reform programme 
the government is suboramate to 
parliament, which demonstrated 
its independence and supremacy 
in foe first week of its existence 
last June by rejecting several of 
foe men tbe prime minister 
wanted to appoint as ministers. 
Anatoly Lukyanov, the vice-pres¬ 
ident and one of Gorbachev’s 
closest confidantes, commented 
recently: “Tbe party makes poli¬ 
cy. Parliament has the power.” 

Under these circumstances, 
what is the function of the party’s 
Central Committee? The point 
was well made during the recent 
Central Committee plenary meet¬ 
ing on the tangled problem of 
ethnic relations. The meeting was 
touted for months as the key to 
solving foe crisis. In the event, it 
was a damp squib. The crucial 
decisions—an soviet citizenship, 
immig ration, language rights and 
economic devolution — will be 
taken by the Supreme Soviet and 
its democratically-elected coun¬ 
terparts in foe republics. 

When local government is put 
on tbe same basis at foe end of 
this year, the role of tbe party 
apparatus will take a further 
knock. In theory foe party can 
still exercise leadership by insist¬ 
ing that its members vote the 
party line. So far Gorbachev has 
not tried to demand this. Party 
members of tiie Supreme Soviet 
are subject to nothing like foe 
Westminster whip, or even the 
looser disciplines of tbe United 
States Congress. They vote as 
free men and women, subject 
only to the right of grassroots 
recall from their electors. 

If electoral revolt and constitu¬ 
tional irrelevance were the par¬ 
ty’s only challenges, ft might be 
able to d r a w breath. But looming 
-over the horizon comes tbe 
growing menace of. public .de¬ 
mands for a multi-party system. 
The experience of Poland and 


Hungary, as wefl as the inherent 
logic of Gorbachev's support for 
plnra1km ) jg poshing the discus¬ 
sion inexorably in that directions. It 
is a step-ty-step process. The first 
Hwnaiwl is the phrariwan within 
the party. . 

Party members in Moscow’s 
informal dnht are circulating an 
appeal for a. “Democratic plat¬ 
form in the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union.” It calls for an 
end to the ban on frictions within 
the party and the introduction of 
contested elections at afl levels of 
the patty based on alternative 
manife stos. It also calls for lifting 
Article Six of foe Constitution 
which enshrines the party’s lead¬ 
ing role. 

Another sacred cow, the con¬ 
cept of democratic centralism 
wi th in the party, is also craning 
under attack It has long been a 
euphemism fra top-down control 
under which very party branch fe 
required to accept higher bodies’ 
policies without question. AJgir- 
das Brazanskas, foe leader of the 

lithnanian Communist Party, 

told the central committee last 
month that it was time to stress 
the democracy and drop the cen¬ 
tralism. 

The speed of tiie changes in the 
party’s role has surprised every¬ 
one. It is tittle more than a year 
since Gorbachev first started the 
process of splitting the party from 
foe gove rnm ent. The move was 
praised at tiie time as a long 
overdue bomb under the old 
practice of bureaucratic duplica¬ 
tion, in which the party apparatus 
had departments whidi “sha¬ 
dowed” or supervised tbe work of 
government and local authorities. 
On a recent tdpviaon discussion 
one party intellectual pointed out 
that the move was nonsense, ex¬ 
cept as a transitional step towards 
a multi-party system. 

“In every Western country the 
whole point is that paities-try to 
become tiie government. Here 
we praise ourselves for getting 
the party out of g ov ern m ent,” he 
commented. 

Gorbachev is trying to keep up 
with the tide of anti-party feeling 
by redefining what the party is 
supposed to do. He told a party 
audience in Kiev last month: 
“The party remains foe main 
organising and co-ordinating 
force capable of leading people 
towards socialist renewal. It plays 
an integrating and consolidating 
role in society/* His idea seems to 
be that party members should be 
a team of tike-minded people, 
who maintain their authority 
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Gorbachev’s predcaneotas seen In the Soviet press. Pe re st r oi k a, 
on which he stands, fs rocked by the conffirting cries oft ‘The 
g o v erning role of the Communist Party’, ‘AB power to the 
Soviets!*, ‘One par ty stole’, ‘ Plur aBan’, ’Soviet Unity’, and 
‘Mintin’. 


through hard, work, good ideas, 
and honesty rather than through 
official st a in s . . 

The conservatives disagree. 
Yegor Ligachev, their leading 
spokesman, directly contradicted 
Gorbachev at last month’s Cen¬ 
tral Committee meeting when he 
said: “The issue is to strengthen 
the leading role of the party, not 
just its co-ordinating rare. Prop- 


and even to deprive it completely 
of some of them are not new. 
They »hw to Communists 

from tire leadership of society.” 

As the debate rages, Gor¬ 
bachev seems increasingly on tiie 
defensiv e He has begun to talk 
of the party as though it were a 
(tyke holding bade a rising tide of 
anarchy. Apres le parti, le de¬ 
luge. “The party is there to pre¬ 
vent any undesirable and drama¬ 
tic, development of events,” he 
said in Kiev. The events of the 
last year have shown how fragile 
Soviet*, society, i& .Whal holds it 
together? Not language, nor a 
common culture, nor a shared 


pride in history, now that the 
record of tire last 70 years is 
under general attack. The older 
generation find* its values under 
threat. The young accuse it of 
'being cowards or fools for putting 
up with Stalinism so long. 

In this vacuum of alternative 
ties, Gorbachev sees tire party as 
the only gjne. which still survives. 
The difficulty is that tire party is 
’by no means united. It reflects as 
'wide a spectrum of conflicting 
views and attitudes as tire public 
at large. 

However hard Gorbachev tries 
to prevent it, tire logic of plural¬ 
ism, the model of Poland, and the 
rapid pace of events are all driv¬ 
ing tire party towards a formal 
split. Alarmed by the novelty of 
foe situation, even some party 
progressives feel they should curb 
their desire for a multi-party sys¬ 
tem, at least for the next year or 
two. Otherwise, they fear, tire 
danger of a conservative backlash 
at-the top of tire partyway 
become too strong — The Guar¬ 
dian. 


Economic reforms allow Chinese resurgence in Vietnam 


By John Pbrafret 

Tbe Associated Press 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam 
— On March 24, 1978, students 
and soldiers burst into Tran Tuan 
ThTs factories, ordered them 
dosed and confiscated all his 
goods in tire name of tire Socialist 
transformation of South 
Vietnam. 

Now, more than a decade after 
being pauperised, Tran heads a 
private savings and loan associa¬ 
tion and runs a chicken farm, 
food processing plant and six 
groceries. 

Tran is an ethnic Chinese. His 
comeback epitomises Vietnam’s 
new attitude towards its Chinese 
miaority, the most dynamic 
group in Vietnam. 

Eleven years ago, uniformed 
men battered down doors and 
dragged away shopkeepers 
throughout the capital city’s 
Chinese qnarter, arresting 
thousands as the Communist gov¬ 
ernment of tbe north imposed its 


ideology on tire freewheeling, 
newly conquered south. 

The brutal policy left foe 
Chinese community in ruins and 
proved a factor in tbe deteriorat¬ 
ing relationship between China 
and Vietnam, which fought a 
brief border war in 1979. 

Tens of thousands of Chinese 
began an exodus that came to be 
known as the Vietnamese boat 
people tragedy. Vietnamese gov¬ 
ernment officials got rich on tbe 
ordeal, demanding bribes for safe 
passage to port'towns in the 
south. To titis day, many of the 
escapees languish in refugee 
camps around Asia. 

Now the government, faced 
with rising poverty and falling 
production, has appealed to the 
Chinese community for help. 

Chinese have been coining to 
Vietnam since tire 3rd century 
B.C. China ruled Vietnam for 
900 years of the two millenia 
since then. At other times, defe¬ 
ated Chinese armies, criminals, 
starving peasants, and persecuted 


monks have made their way to 
Vietnam in search of a livelihood. - 

At present, about 400,000 
ethnic Chinese live in Ho Chi 
Minh CSty, mostly in the suburb 
of Cholon. Estimates of the num¬ 
bers of Chinese nationwide vary 
from 600,000 to 1 million. 

“Our recent treatment of the 
Chinese has not always been 
completely perfect,” acknow¬ 
ledges Nghi Doan, tire chairman 
of foe People’s Committee of Ho 
Chi Minh City’s 5fo district, 
which includes Cholon. “But now 
we are even accepting that their 
businesses will undertake a cer¬ 
tain level of exploitation, as long 
as it benefits production.” 

These are cold words for a 
dedicated Communist. Nghi, 
himself an ethnic Chinese, has 
belonged to foe party fra 43 of his 
61 years. During foe Vietnam 
war, he worked underground 
against foe South Vietnamese 
government and the United 
States. 

In some cases, confiscated 


property has been returned. Ear¬ 
ly mis year, bu s in e s sm en were 
allowed to open private banks. 
An ad hoc stock market sprang 
up among Chinese traders. Offi¬ 
cials torn a blind eye to tire black 
market. And large, privately 
owned factories arc encouraged. 

Even tycoons such as Ly Sen, 
an ethnic Chinese named one of 
South Vietnam's three “super 
capitalists” in a 1975 show trial, 
have been freed from prison and 
urged to offer their expertise to 
Vietnam’s development. 

“Tbe commies are our slaves 
now. They need os more than we 
need them,” said one Chinese 
merchant, who learned Ins collo¬ 
quial English from tire U.S. sol¬ 
diers who were his customers 
during the war. ‘Tf they go after 
us tins tune, they know we won’t 
care. We’ve already lost every¬ 
thing once.” 

But the reforms have not en¬ 
tirely mollified foe Chinese. ■ 

Chairman Nghi estimates *hat 
production for District 5 has yet 


to reach half of what it was during 
the war years, when little factor¬ 
ies, bars and restaurants served 
an international clientele of 
American troops and Southeast 
Asian businessmen. 

Chinese community leaders 
estimate that tens of thousands 
still want to leave Vietnam. And 
many Chinese businessmen say 
they are worried about govern¬ 
ment policies swinging back 


Television leads back to the dark ages 


By Ian I. Mfitroff 

LOS ANGELES — I believe that 
television demeans and trivialises 
everything and everyone con¬ 
nected with it, that in short it is 
responsible for die downfall of 
civilisation. 

We are in tire midst of a new 
Dark Age. This one, however, 
has been brought about, paradox¬ 
ically enough, not tty the suppres¬ 
sion of knowledge and informa¬ 
tion but by their dazzling assault 
on our senses. The result has 
been nothing short of catas¬ 
trophic. 

For all practical purposes, ev¬ 
erything in American socaty has 
become a brand] of entertain¬ 
ment: business, news, politics, 
religion, you name it. Why? 
When people can no longer make 
sense of their world because of 
(a) its sheer complexity and (b) 
the overwhelming volume of sup¬ 
posed “information" with which 
we are bombarded daily, from the 
arcane and esoteric to the titillat¬ 
ing and trivial, then they will seek 
coherence elsewhere. They find it 
in tire endless pursuit of nonstop, 
disconnected rights, sounds, im¬ 
ages and plearing personalities 
that pretend to offer them the 
pretense of coherence. 

We no longer prefer to con¬ 
front reality directly, for long ago 
we learned and accepted tbe fact 


that reality has for all practical 
purposes become unmanageable. 
Instead we have turned oar ener¬ 
gies to the proliferation and pro¬ 
duction of endless amounts of 
unreality to soothe our tired and 
fractured egos. 

Television is, of course, the 
prime culprit, for it has become 
the model for everything in our 
society. Everything now either 
imitates or caricatures televirion 
as televirion itself caricatures and 
imitates everything else. 

We have newspapers, maga¬ 
zines and even “books" in the 
form of television screens or tele¬ 
vision reality. Thus, USA Today, 
the newspzmer, is a simulation of 
“TV n£ws” that is itself a simula¬ 
tion of “real news.” And “USA 
Today on TV” is a simulation of 
USA Today, the newspaper. At 
each step in the chain we recede 
further from reality. And each 
step heightens a felt sense of 
unreality. 

Television is particularly insi¬ 
dious, for it is the very back¬ 
ground, the very oxygen of our 
new world. It is wrong, danger¬ 
ously so, to think that television is 
merely a harmless, trivial rimulat- 
tion of reality. It has become both 
a simulation of reality and reality 
itself. 

There is in fact no reality any 
more. It’s afl artifact. We have so 
thoroughly merged symbols, in¬ 


formation and entertainment that 
few of us can distinguish between 
them. 

Television has'not only dis¬ 
torted onr ability to deal with 
complexity; it also may have 
altered irreversibly our desire to 
confront reality. Donahue, 
Geraklo and Oprah are no longer 
merely caricatures of ‘Truth” or 
“journalism.” They are no longer 
merely filters or portrayers of 
reality. They have become the 
“new reality.” 

A law of 20th century com¬ 
munication has become evident: 
The length of a sound bite is 
inversely proportional to the 
complexity of the world and the 
overload of information to which 
we are exposed. Columnist 
George Will summarised it best 
when he noted that if Lincoln 
were alive today “be would be 
forced to say, ‘Read my lips: No 
more slavery.”’ 

This is foe level to which 
America's national discourse has 
descended. Hus is the promise of 
the mass media. As Paddy 
Chayefsky once said, “Television 
is democracy at its ugliest.” And 
as Fred Friendly remarked, 
‘There is no incentive for televi¬ 
sion to do its best when it can 
make so much money by doing its 
worst.” 

Given tbe contempt with which 
I hold televirion, why would f 


want to appear on it to promote a 
new book that deals with its 
perverse effects? I have no easy 
answer. I straggle daily to find 
one. The best that I have been 
able to come up with is that I 
believe strongly that ther is a 
deep, unsatisfied hunger on the 
part of the American people for 
something better, for something 
that speaks directly to our con¬ 
stant search for meaning on the 
baric issues of life itself. 

This hunger can never fully be 
extinguished by tbe media pow- 
ere-that-be. I believe in speaking 

as directly to that hunger as I can, 
although I have no illusions what¬ 
soever with regard to changing 
foe odious system that governs 
foe airwaves. 

Ther are pockets of tiie public 
which hunger for something far 
better than tbe media moguls give 
us. In fact, I think there is 
another quasi-law that describes 
our current situation; The hunger 
for something better j$ directly 
proportional to the constant 
banality that we are fed. 

The writer , professor of busi¬ 
ness policy and director of foe 
Centre for Crisis Management at 
tbe University of Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, is co-author of u The Un¬ 
reality IndustryHis'article is 
reprinted from tbe Los Angeles 


Tm not doing anything big 
right now,” arid the Chinese mer¬ 
chant. “I don’t know when big 
boss is going to crack down. Most 
of us are just watching.” 

Some, tike Tran Tuan Hu, are 
going Soil steam ahead. 

Several years ago, as the re¬ 
form policies began, Tran 
scraped together some capital 
and started a food processing 
factory. Next he rented ont 
storefronts to sell his goods. 

Impressed, foe government 
contacted Tran and offered him 
land to start a chicken form. Tran 
leaped at tiie chance for a joint 
venture with the state, selling 
meat.and other products at his 
stores. 

“I’ve got a lot of guts,” he said. 
“But I also figured tiie more I 
work with the government, tiie 
less chance there is of them tak¬ 
ing things away from me.” 

Six months ago, Tran started a 
private bank: New City Savings 
and Loan Association. With Ly 
Sea, a leading banker daring foe 
war, he amassed hundreds of 
thousands- of dollars in invest¬ 


ments. 

Loans are made at 8 to 10 per 
cent a month, and deposits pay 7 
per cent a month, compounded 
quarterly, or 125 per cent a year, 
Ly says. 

The rates, which battle Viet¬ 
nam’s ariTTnai inflation of at least 
30 per cent, are higher than the 
government’s monthly rate of 5 
per cent for deposits and 8 per 
cent for loans. 

Explaining their success, Ly 
smiles and runs his hand through 
Iris bristly white hair. 

“They trust us, they trust me. 
I've been a banker afl my life so 
they have confidence,” he says. 
Another reason is that customers 
can withdraw their money freely. 
State banks demand reasons, and 
often substantial bribes, to 
approve withdrawals. 

_ Ly’s son and daughter escaped 
to foe United States as boat 
people. His wife left several 
months before he was freed in 
1987, after 12 years in jail. 

“None of them could wait, and 
I don’t.blame them,” be said. 

Despite the reforms, be still 
hopes to depart. 

‘Tm an old man and miss my 
family,” says the 64-year-old. T 
was o nce part of tins country’s 
future, but now Tm part of its 

RSK» ” 


Chairman Nghi hopes men 
such as Ly Sen will stay. 

“But we understand because 
they are worried someone will 
label them a stinking capi talist 
again,” he said. “I don’t think ft 
will happen.” 


OPEN FORUM 

Stop the nonsense 

RECENTLY I bare been m&chSag the Mate shorn cur Jordan 
TdcrUm. VahckSy, 0*7 aBb™ rtdom rUtac* 
murders etc. Because of tbe drastic hritaeoce on the tube watchers 
of sock movies, tbeWes t, for example, have abeadjstartcd to 
«faopro*^gfooeO|te »of movies. Why dart we stop 
bnporting tbaee stows too? A local saying goes; “Oast the oath 


we should adopt foes head too. 
I am not getting on anrbodr’x, 


‘ toSpecie wko 

*“* *• ** 

™ ■nose shows on oor irnuu fao. 

tanw* * **** " 
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Looking but for the small fish 


V- 




By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Tunes Staff Writer 

AMMAN — As Jordanian gov- 
c mm ental and pon-gave mnwnfai 
agencies alike step op efforts to 
make Jordan more indepen den t 
of agrinrifpral imports, most in¬ 
volved in -fish tanning in the 
Kingdom are also sw.irmg to in-, 
crease their output and lessen the 
country's dependence cm food 


to increase fish production in 
Jordan has reasons beyond man¬ 
agement shortcomings. 

“Management is of course frn- 
portant but the basic regulations 
of fish forming are not always 
being followed,” said Wahbeh. 
Yoa have several pre requisites 
for fish fanning: ample/good 
quality water, knowledge by die 
former of the particular biology 


Although fish forming was first 
introduced in the Kingrinrq the 
1960’s, the business has not ^ 
die kind of success many ex¬ 
pected simply because all too 
often the cost of the operations 
have on tstripped their earnin g^ 
according to many is the m- 
dnstry. 

As part of an effort to encour¬ 
age mb formers to adopt new 
techniques and promote new 
marketing strategi es, the Near 
East Foundation (NEF), in coop¬ 
eration with the Jordan Coopera¬ 
tive Organisation (JCO), has 
tak e n the lead in assisting in the 
development of fish “culture” in 

Jordan. 

Although the NEF had tradi¬ 
tionally been involved in various 
aspects of community develop¬ 
ment and occasionally in agri¬ 
cultural development, it is the 
first tone it gets involved in fish 
farming. 

Aquacutturist Dr. Randall 
Brummett of the NEF launched 
his efforts with a 12-week fish 
forming instruction coarse 
attended by a group of 12 fanners 
in 1986. Since then, Brummett, in 
coope ra tion with Hussein Bitar of 
die JCO, one of half a dozen 
Jordanians educated and trained 
in fish forming, have asasted over 
25 enterprises with feasibility stu¬ 
dies, promotion, marketing mid 
management as well as design 
and construction. 

As a direct result of their 
efforts 70 tonnes of Jordanian- 
grown tflapia fish were put on the 
market in 1988. It was estimated 
that die potential production in 
1989 conk! be as hi gh as 450 
tonnes. That is little when com¬ 
pared to Jordan’s aimnal con¬ 
sumption of 7,000 tonnes, half of 
it fresh. The estimated produc¬ 
tion of fish in 1989 is between 60 
and 65 tonnes. 

The decrease in production this 
year is due to the closure of one 
of Jordan’s largest fish forms 
which had an estimated annual 
capacity' 'Of 200*- tonnes. 
The closure of the form was 
seen as a sign of bad planning, 
tack of proper marketing and 
most of aO bad management. 

An associate p ro fessor at the 
University of Jordan, marine 
biologist/ecologist Mohammad 
Wahbeh believes that the failure 


tipn, the ability to identity fish 
diseases and knowledge of how to 
deal with them, experience in 
forming food formnli (lipids/ 
fibres etc) and consta n t mainte¬ 
nance.” ■ 


High risk factors 

Wahbeh insists that fish fa rm , 
ing has high-risk factors “and 
thus the prereq uisi tes should be 
followed to increase the 
of success. “People" are getting 
into fish forming without any 
deliberations. They don’t bother 
to quality themselves for their 
projects," he sms. 

Luce those who want to con- 
strnct a buflding with only a basic 
knowledge of a few engineering 
rules, fish formers without an 
extensive background on the sub¬ 
ject are likely to foce problems. 
“They don't have to have docto¬ 
rates but a degree would certainly 
help,” according to Wahbeh. 
“Dr. Brummett is giving some 
courses at the mrivenaty hot the 
department has to introduce a 
series of courses which win give 
students more than just an idea 
about fish forming.” 

Brummett and Bitar are a ware 
of the obstacles that Wahbeh 
points out but say that it is not 
always easy to convince those 
who want to invest major capital 
in fish forming to get a degree in 
aquaculture first 

“We give some lectures and 
courses instead, and we try to be 
'on-location consultants,” Bmm- 
mett says. “For now, that is what 
we can reasonably do. We are not 
going to tell those who are 
already in the business to stop.” 

There has b een some progr ess 
in the joint NEF/JCO ventures 
with middle-and upper-level far¬ 
mers who fish farm from March 
21 to Nov. 15 every year. Brum- 
mett says. The smaller fanners 
have been left out of the “general 
scheme of things-” 

. Fafinre-to involve- poorer for¬ 
mers means Aar many* of the 
benefits of fish forming, file most 
important of which is diversifica¬ 
tion of small agricultural rater- 
prises, will not be realised. 

The need to diversify has many 
benefits. According to Brurn- 
roett, diversification would “insu¬ 


late” poorer formers from “vio¬ 
lent,” price fluctuations on the 
one hand while acting as “a flood 
and erosion control mechanism if 
need be” on the other. 

The NEF and JCO have con¬ 
ducted a pilot study on potential 
small scale integration of 
aquaadtnre/agricultnre extension 
possibilities. 

Small fanning e nterp ri ses in 
Jordan are often dependent on 
one of several government-spon¬ 
sored irrigation projects, which 
could' be modified to provide 
water for fish culture without 
affecting the former’s water lull 
si gnificantl y, according to Bmm- 
mett. 

Two locations have thus for 
been dmsea to implement foe 
integrated aquaculture/agri cul¬ 
ture fbmrala- One fa a poor rural 
community in which five small 
earthen ponds may replace part 
of several nan-profitable veget¬ 
able-growing areas, while the 
other is 10 irrigation reservoirs 
into winch cages for fish rearing 
could be integrated. 

The first is a village inhabited 
by .360 Beni Hassan bedouins 
north of the Zaxka River, 50 
kilometres north of Amman. 
Although the villagers graze 
sheep, goats and grow vegetables 
OO «bi»H plots of land, fog o u t pu t 
does not provide sufficient in¬ 
come for even a small family. 
Consequently, many of foe far¬ 
mers are trying to sell their farms 
and move to Jerash or Zarka 
where the job market is already 
growing smaller. According to 
Brumnett, land prices are dechn- 
ing and owners cannot afford to 
release family land at a low price. 
As a result, a lot of the land in 
Qnaneah is non-productive. 

Brummett and Bitar believe 
that integrating small fish mtn the 
small vegetable plots may be a 
way to enhance their profitabil¬ 
ity. They point oat that by using 
little water and compost and lef¬ 
tovers fish farming could easily be 
integrated into small profitable 
forming establishments. Five 
forms have been chosen to imple¬ 
ment the formula. 

“By using manure as fertiliser 
in a small pond of 650 square 
metres one might expect to har¬ 
vest some 162.5 kilogrammes 
twice per year. At the current 
market price of JD 1.5 per kilog¬ 
ramme, this harvest repre s e nts 
about JD 500 of which JD 230 
weald be netted by a former 
Hning his man ay This rep¬ 
resents 33 month’s salary for foe 
average fulltime labourer making 
JD 70 per month,” Brummett 
says. 

The second location for the 
NEF/JCO project is central Jor¬ 
dan Valley. 

Land owners and farmers in 


tire Jordan Valley have tradi¬ 
tionally built small irrigation 
ponds to hold water since access 
to a system of wells and can als 
through winch the Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) provides irriga¬ 
tion water to the formers is li¬ 
mited to two or three days a 
week. These irrigation ponds 
vary a great deal in size, but 
average about 600 square metres 
with an average depth of two or 
three metres, according to Bnnn- 
mett. 

The plan is to provide cages fc»T 
fhe small water reservoirs in 
which fish can be grown with no 
additional water cost and the 
food provided to the fish wfll 
increase the nutrient content of 
the water thereby saving fertilisa¬ 
tion costs, Brummett says. 

Five year plans. 

A minimum time span for a fish 
forming investment to start 
paying off is five years under 
normal circumstances, says Bitar, 
who has been involved in fish 
fanning for the last ten years. 
“Throughout I have done pay 
best, along with people like 
Brummett, to mads* local fish 
formers with their technical 
needs. Of course they vary from 
one project to another, depend¬ 
ing cm the size of the project.” 

One of the problems that exist 
at the present time according to 
Bitar is that there are just a few 
'people who have an educational 
background in the fifo f an n ing 
field and most of them are sitting 
behind a desk. 

There are an estimated 25 fish 
farmers in Jordan, all of whom 
need advice and or assistance on 
a daily basis, Bitar says. 

Although Brummett has been 
giving courses in fish culture at 
the department of agriculture at 
the University of Jordan in the 
hope that this would increase the 
awareness and expertise of Jorda¬ 
nian agriculturists in the field, he 
expects it trill be some time be¬ 
fore they can actually practice 
what they have learned. “After 
they graduate, most of them 
serve the mifitaiy for two years 
and by the time they finish a lot of 
their know-how has faded,” he 
says. 

Although both Brummett and 
Bitar have been busy training the 
workers who run the fish forms, 
this is not always seen by them as 
efficient long term planning. 
T rainin g the workers at the fish 
famwt can be extremely frustrat¬ 
ing, says Brummett, simply be¬ 
cause most of them are Egyptians 
who have no longterm plans to 
stay in Jordan. Tims, as for as 
Jordan’s aquaculture is con¬ 
cerned, once the Egyptian work¬ 
er goes whatever he has learned 


goes with him. 

Jordanians working in fish 
fanning are concerned, Brum- 
mett suggests, could do with 
more aligned management. 
“Some of the people involved 
seem to think that they can fish 
farm by remote control If you 
have a fish farm in Azraq then the 
manager has to be in Azraq and 
not in Amman ”. 

Although Brummett sees gov¬ 
ernment steps to encourage agri¬ 
culturists as positive, he says for¬ 
mers themselves are not well 
organised enough to “get die 
show on the road”, be says “they 
need constant advice and gui¬ 
dance.” 

“There seems to be no sys¬ 
tematic project planning, Much 
tends to be a reason for the often 
tremendous financial loses. Peo¬ 
ple want large-scale operations— 
fast — and are not necessarily 
ready to deal with the financial 
consequences of these large scale 
projects. When we provide the 
former with project development 
studies, which is frequent our 
suggestions are not followed, but 
when die project starts losing 
money the farmer comes h flcfr to 
us and says ‘help’.” 

Bitar explains that the higher 
the intensity of the forming the 
costlier it wfll be. The likelihood 
that lower intensity farms will be 
more successful are great since, 
the fish product is healthier and 
thus more natural. 

He explains why tilapia is more 
frequently raised in this part of 
the world than uiy other type. 
“Tilapia is a bone-free firm 
fleshed fillet which thrives in 
warm water with varying degrees 
of sabmty. Rapid reproduction 
rad weight gain give formers a 
quick return on their investment, 
mas they are ideally suited for 
fa rming in Jordan.” 

Wahbeh on the other hand is 
conducting an exp er im ent at the 
Aqaba marine science station 
winch aims at protecting marine 
wildlife, but he raises fresh fish— 
the loop — on the side. “It’s a 
small scale experiment, we pro¬ 
duce about 1 1/2 tonnes. We axe 
not commercial, however if all 
the prerequisites are met then we 
could become commercial. Our 
price is very competitive. Our 
conversion rate is 1.7 kilos offish 
feed for a 1 kilogramme fish in 
Europe, which is a big consumer 
of loup, the conversion rate is 2.4 
kilos.per JriIo. We sell our fish to 
a restaurant in Aqaba for JD 5 
per kilo in Italy the price is over 
JD 13 and in Ranee over 10. We 
have the ability to produce for 
our consumption and eventually 
for export, but we must create a 
qualified fish forming community 
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The Mauritius testifies to the mar itime history of commerce of the Europeans in the Far East at 
the beginning of the 17th century. 

The‘Mauritius’ history 
in the depths 


By Jocelyne Dumont 

EVERYTHING is remarkable in 
this story which begins in 1609, 
with the last voyage of a vessel of 
the Dutch East India Company 
and ends with the exhibition at 
the Maritime Museum in Paris, 
presenting ten Cannes, a bronze 
bell, bars of zinc and pieces of 
Chinese porcelain. 

On 19th March 1609. the 
“Mauritius” hit a sandbank off 
Gabon and sank. Since then, it 
has lain there for three centuries, 
till Elf-Gabon, a subsidiary of 
Elf-Aquitaine chanc ed upon an 
underwater mound 50 metres 
long and 20 metres wide in spring 
198S, while prospecting for oil. 
Tbe mound turned out to be die 
buried remains of the oldest 
V.O.C. (Vereeemgde Oost-In- 
dische Compagnie) ship found so 
for. 

Not only is this discovery of 
capital interest, but the means 
implemented in record time for 
its excavation are also remark¬ 
able. Thanks to the proximity of a 
work-site, a considerable amount 
of oil-prospecting equipment was 
made available with an off-shore 
barge fitted with two air-con¬ 
ditioned life-support chambers, a 


Ethiopian city booms despite civil war and drought 


By Robot Powefl 
Renter 

ASMARA, Ethiopia — Thedvfl 
war has dragged on for longer 
th an most people can remember 
and drought has devastated fhe 
snrrousding countryside, but foe 
economy of Ethiopia’s second 
largest city is booming. 

“Cement costs twice the offi¬ 
cial price on the Mack market, 
but lots of people are putting up 
new buildings,” oik: resident of 
Asmara, capital of Ethiopia’s 
northern province of Eritrea. 

The slurps are full of imported 
goods unseen in the capital Addis 
Ababa. Visitors from other parts 
of Ethiopia stock up on matches, 
winch are in short supply else¬ 


where in this east African 
country. 

Although severe drought is 
likely to make half of Eritrea’s 
three million people dependent 
an food aid next year, business in 
tins elegant city of tree-fined ave¬ 
nues and TtaKan villas has never 
been better. 

Private businessmen once 


government are now officially en¬ 
couraged to expand their factor¬ 
ies and open new ones. Many are 
■rising to tine challenge. 

Ironically, the civil war winch 
has sapped Eritrea’s ratal eco¬ 
nomy for the past 28 years is 
Iargefyresponsible for tbe current 
boom in. Asmara. 


Tens of thousands of young 
men have fled abroad to escape 
political persecution, limited eco¬ 
nomic opportunities and con¬ 
scription by the Ethiopian army 
or the rebel Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front (EPLF), 

From their new homes in Italy, 
which ruled Eritrea as a colony 
from 1889 to 1941, and the Arab 
Golf states, they send money 
home. 

Not all is transferred through 
legal channels. Smuggling is rife 
and foreign earnings are often 
remitted in the form of goods. 

Some imports are shipped 
legally throngh tbe “Francovaln- 
ta ” system, whereby the importer 
provides bis own foreign. ex¬ 


change, no questions asked, and 
some arrive illegally on dhows 
from Saudi Arabia and North 
Yemen across the Red Sea. 

Asked how he obtained his 
packets of Kenyan tea and Indian 
henna dye, an Asmara shopkeep¬ 
er smiled and replied: “That is 
the secret of badness.” 

His wares need a market and 
most Eritreans are peasant for¬ 
mers with little or no spare cash 
to buy consumer goods. 

But one third of the Ethiopian 
army is stationed in Eritrea — 
more than 100,000 troops accord¬ 
ing to diplomatic estimates—and 
their wages provide a valuable 
cash input to tbe local economy. 

“We got a contract to provide 


bread for the army and they paid 
on time. It was great,” foe owner 
of one local bakery said. 

The army is fighting the EPLF, 
a rebel movement seeking inde¬ 
pendence for Eritrea, or at tbe 
very least, restoration of tbe 
autonomy which it enjoyed in the 
1950s. 

Following a series of govern¬ 
ment defeats over the past two 
years, which gave the EPLF con¬ 
trol of all of northern and western 
Eritrea, there are more troops in 
Eritrea than ever. 

There was an influx of soldiers 
from the eastern Ogaden region 
after Ethiopia signed a peace 
agreement with Somalia in April 
1988 to defuse-a long-running 


border dispute. 

Everything to the war front 

Most troops ride in olive green 
military tracks provided by 
Ethiopia’s main ally, tbe Soviet 
Union, but many fill the backs of 
red-painted Italian trucks requisi¬ 
tioned from private traders under 
President Mengistu Haile 
Mariam’s maxim: “Everything to 
the war front.” 

The front itself has been re¬ 
markably quiet for the last six 
mouths, with the EPLF reporting 
isolated skirmishes in Southern 
Eritrea and the government odd 
attacks on road transport. V 


storage container, a reservoir for 
desalinating material, a com¬ 
pressor for supply aqualungs, a 
crane, a tug, a helicopter, etc... 

Thanks to this equipment, the 
scientific exploration of the wreck 
was successfully carried out in 
three months, in 1986, by some 
fifteen archaeologists from the 
Underwater Archaeological Re¬ 
search Department of foe French 
Ministry of Culture. On the score 
of underwater engineering, ofl 
prospecting and archaeology go 
together well. 

At a depth of ten metres and in 
the same current which sank foe 
‘Mauritius'*, before bringing np 
foe remains the excavation team 
took note of foe cannons, sampled 
the ban of zinc, indicated foe site 
wjth markers and took photos in 
order to enable the archaeologists 
to reconstruct foe history of one 
of those long-distance vessels 
which opened up foe route to 
India for Europe. .. .... 

As soon as any metal items are 
taken out of foe water, they 
undergo a process of electrolysis 
in order to fight foe effects of 
corrosion. 

Laboratory analyses and re¬ 
search in archives provide tbe 
necessary elements to go back in 
time. For the first time, samples 
from the hull provide evidence of 
foe construction techniques in 
shipyards in foe north of Holland 
in foe early days of navigation in 
the Far-East. Tbe external struc¬ 
ture was first built in oak. This 
was then strengthened by sheets 
of lead and then covered with a 
protective lining of pine. 

The cargo of foe “Mauritius” is 
typical of foe period. The major 
freight consisted of spices, and in 
particular pepper, of which three 
different kinds were found in the 
wreck. There were also 120 ton¬ 
nes of zinc in foe form of flat, 
round ingots from China. This 
precious metal, used in alchemy, 
pharmacology and industry (for 
manufac turing metal tableware) 
was only to be produced in 
Europe a century later. This re¬ 
veals how China was far ahead in 
foe field of metallurgy. 


Fragments of items in blue 
Ch ina, once again from the land 
of foe rising sun, announce the 
beginning of foe introduction, in 
Europe, of a luxury merchandise 
which was to be very popular with 
foe middle classes. 

The artillery found on board 
only represents a small part of 
what this kind of vessel usually 
carried, but it is very varied with 
iron, cast iron and bronze Dutch 
cannons as arms, and Portuguese 
and English guns probably acting 
as ballast on the ship. 

The “Mauritius” bears witness 
to the whole history of European 
trade with foe Far East and parti¬ 
cularly to the power of foe Dutch, 
English and French India Com¬ 
panies which plied foe major part 
of this trade for two centimes. 

In the 18th century, the 
V.O.C. (founded in 1602 and 
dissolved in 1795) sent about thir¬ 
ty ships every year on the India 
route, foe East India Company 
(established from 1600 to 1858); 
sent twenty and the French’ 
“Compagnie Francaise” (active 
from 1664 to 1769) sent about a 
dozen. 

These companies, which were 
naval, commercial and financial 
powers, were the first multina¬ 
tionals. They held a real monopo¬ 
ly on trade with Asia. On foe 
outward journey, the ships car¬ 
ried food, spirits and woollen 
fabrics and, on foe return trip, 
they brought back textiles (cotton 
and silk), spices (400 tonnes on 
average in French cargo vessels), 
wood used for dyeing, porcelain, 
and small shells collected on foe 
shores, of India and used for 
bartering in foe negro slave 
trade. 

All this history lay in foe 
depths for nearly four centuries. 
Thanks to foe dramatic ending of 
this story, we now have access to 
it. This is a paradox which shows 
that it is perhaps better for a ship 
to be wrecked on a sandbank 
than to end up beneath foe axe in 
a breaker’s yard. Rising up from 
tbe depths of foe waters and from 
foe depths of memory are its 
greatest glory! —French features. 
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For aU your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 
Customs Clearance, 
Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

please csfl: 

AMIN KAWAR & SONS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shroctsam 
P.O. Box 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Td. 604676. 604696 


Tbe first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
to Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabaf Amman near 
AhfyytftGkis School 


Open daily 12d30-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30Midnight 

TeL 638968 


■ CROWN 
3 INTL EST. 

■ packing, shipping, 

( forwarding, storagfng, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 


r Apart! ai war fw aortd 

Tbe mtSBESreOJO 
PABexMW 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 


OpendaSy 1200-15-30 
im-2330 

WadSaqra Road-near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jortf&i 

v Tel: 661922 > 


|7 EVERY fc 

1 Pay J 

PEOPLE WHO HEED 


STCDIOHAIG 


CLEANING 

SERVICES 

CALL US! 

S3 


Electrohix 


P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 

^ Tel. 604671 ^ 

' CHOI'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers'Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 810214 

Come and taste our 
■ specialities 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

V 6:30 - Midnight y 


Professorial Quality «l 
T Hour Servk* : : 

Develop your cottar film, at 
our shop and get-." 

*JUMBO p h o to 

stem 3096 Imrgr 


P. Fr.wm en largm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cat 


StuneisajH'- Opp. Griridlays 
Bank. Phone; 664042 
SwefifcEtd*-.823891 . 


CHINESE . 
RESTAURANT 


TAIWANTOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

KoraanBar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 



Open daily Noon -330p.m. 
& 630p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 

opposite AkBah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


Slide film 
Processing by 

Kftnica 

Same Day Service 
for ail E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra str. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

.Tel : 633418^ 





FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
* available 

Open Dally 12.30-330 pm 
7-30-41.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

TO wa r ds 3rd circtt 


J -^ 

China PaUct Restaurant 

CANTONESE. SKMIIAM, ~ 
PEKING, HUNAN STYLE 

MrartfteChrwssdacoraflorjs 
DefcSous Chfriese cuisine 
AS m S’zztmg ■ no ears charge 
special tapanyaM - chicken, beet & fisti 
witti special cnepy duck 
Opens ii 30ajn. 330pjn.. 
7.00p.m. ■ 1130 pm. 
Clo—Friday 

l T*t MSB/Anmn. Shn^onl 
|T OBiwtf Commodore mm 




PjAmman 
Lg^Tff 7toi654205 

LUNCH & DINNER 

uniiim__ J 



Turkish Maze and 
Delicious dishes ^ 

= '*■ laH|K 

OppThe Housing Bank Center ' 

S Plata Hotel Tel. 672288 

\\\\\\\\\\\VS\V\wvy^Bvv^ 
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Wall Street stocks rebound after initi 


NEW YORK (R) — Wall Street stocks rebounded 
Monday, disp elling fears of a repeat of the Mack 
Monday crash of October 1987, after a wild first 
boor of tr ading that saw the w»am index plummet 64 
points. 


The Dow Jones industrial aver¬ 
age at first sagged on carryover 
selling from Friday's frantic 190- 
point plunge that was its second- 
worst point decline. Heavy selling 
abroad made for a tense opening 
and buy orders were scarce. 

But then the market surged 
br to a 29-poim gain, only to 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


CAEU examines financial needs 

AMMAN (Petra) — The budget committee affiliated to the 
Council of Arab Economic Unity (C AEU) opened a meeting here 
Monday to discuss the council’s budget for 1990 which will later 
be submitted to the council’s ministerial meeting for approval. 
The council's ministerial meeting is to convene here in the first 
week of December. CAEU Secretary-General Hassan Ibrahim 
who addressed die opening session revealed that certain Arab 
countries have so far failed to honour their financial commitments 
to the organisation. He said that such delinquencies are bound to 
impede die implementation of programmes and research work 
conducted by the council. He called on Arab states to help the 
council overcome its present financial difficulties to enable it cope 
with the ever increasing responsibilities. 

JPRC sells more oil products 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Company 
(JPRC) announced Monday that it had sold a total of 2.09 milli on 
tonnes of oil products in the first nine months of this year, up from 
2.06 million in the same period of last year. A statement said that 
the increase was mainly in liquefied gas followed by petrol. 

AOID invites Jordan for meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordanian government has received an 
invitation to take part in die seventh conference of the Arab 
Organisation for Industrial Development (AOID) which will 
open in Tunis Oct. 23. The two-day meeting is expected to review 
working papers dealing with means to promote inter-Arab 
cooperation in industrial fields. 

i 

j 3ran, West Germany settle dispute 

1 NICOSIA (R) — Iran had settled a debt dispute with West 

. Germany's export credit guarantee office, Hermes Insurance, 

■ clearing the way for long-term borrowing of up to 500 million 
marks ($270 million). The Iranian news agency ERNA said the 
two sides agreed how an Iranian debt to Hermes should be repaid. 
IRNA did not give the size of the debt but reports from Bonn last 
year said new West German ventures in Iran were blocked by 
Iran's refusal to pay some 80 milli on marks ($43 million) to 
German firms. West German government sources said in Decem¬ 
ber a deal was being discussed under which Iran would repay 40 
million marks and Bonn would forgive the rest of the debt. IRNA 
quoted an Iranian foreign ministry official as saying Hermes 
would now earmark a credit of 500 million marks for long-term 
projects in Iran. Hermes also agreed to raise the credit ceiling for 
Iran's short-term transactions, which was previously about 20 
million marks, IRNA said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Monday, October 16, 1989 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deotscbcmark 
Swiss franc 


Bay ScE French franc 

626.0 632.0 

993.5 1003.4 

338.0 341.4 *™hawra 

386.0 389.9 SS" 


French franc 99.5 100J5 

Japanese yea (for 100) 440 448.7 
Dutch guilder 299.5 3Q2J 

Swedish a o w n 97.5 98J 

fraEan Bra (for 100) 46.0 463 

Belgian franc (for 10) 160.4 162.0 


{LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 


One Sterling 1.5850/60 

One U.S. dollar 1.1733/48 

1.8433/90 
2.0850/57 
1.6220/30 
38.80/85 
6.2810/60 
1362/1363 
140.75/85 
6.4175/4225 
6.9100/50 
7.1950/2000 

One ounce of gold 366.80/367.30 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


Reuters 

SYDNEY — The AO Ordinaries index closed 8.1 per cent or 141.6 
points down at 1600.3 points after a sharp fail on Wall Street 
Friday. 

TOKYO — The Nikkei index plunged 1.84 per cent or 647.33 
points to dose at 34,468.69 after falling in the morning, partially 
recovering and then falling back again in thin trade. 

HONG KONG — Selling orders from European investors sent 
prices of blue chips plunging, though before the dose there was a 
small rally. The Hang Seng index ended 180.60 down at 2,601.70. 

SINGAPORE — Singapore’s share market, which saw a stoploss 
selling by panicky investors, dosed 10 per cent or 142.84 points 
lower at 1,285,04 from Friday's dose. 

BOMBAY—Share prices fell on nervous speculative selling amid 
mounting opposition attack on Prime Miniser Rajiv Gandhi’s 
government over corruption charges- 

FRANKFURT — A flood of sell orders wiped nearly 13 per cent 
off tile value of major General shares. The 30-share DAX index 
stood at 1,385.7, a decline of 203.56 points. 

PARIS — French shares had lifted off midsession lows by 
midaftemoon. The stock exchanges association SBF said no 
meaningful value could be given for the CAC40 index as many of 
the 40 constituent stocks had been traded. 

LONDON — U.K. shares trimmed their losses as Wall Street 
reversed early declines on programme buying. At 1458 GMT the 
FTSE index was 109.7 points down at 2,124.2. 

NEW YORK — Wall Street blue chips rallied after the Dow fell 
over 60 points on top of a 191-point rail. The Dow was ahead 25 
points. 


fall back again. At 11 30 a.m. the 
industrial index oi 30 leading 
shares was up around 18 points at 
2,587.75. 

President George Bush shrug¬ 
ged off questions about Friday's 
stock market plunge, saying he 
was not worried. 

‘To not worried... the Federal 


Reserve and the Securities Ex¬ 
change Commission and the 
secretary of the treasury are 
monitoring the situation and 
that's where it stands right now,” 
Bush told reporters. 

Stocks had opened on Wall 
Street amid feats the market 
would repeat its plunge of black 
Monday on OcL 19,1987, when it 
crashed 508 points. 

The Dow index posted a mod¬ 
erate loss after opening at 
2567.62. In edgy trading, it fell to 
show a loss of 65 points after 40 

“Almost everything opened 
down, and then held,” said 
Alfred Goldman, A.G. Edwards' 
director of technical research. 

The recovery was dramatic, 
with the market surging more 
than 90 points in about 15 mi¬ 
nutes and sailing past the 2569.26 
level of Friday’s dose. 

On Friday the Dow fell around 
190 points to lose or 6.9 per cent 

“We’re seeing a pop in the 
futures,” said Tom Callahan, an 
executive vice president ati 
Yamaidri rnt^matihnai pointing 
to. a rally in the Standard Poor's 
500 futures which helped trigger 
the recovery. 

The New York Stock Exchange 
(NYSE) began preparations 
much earlier than usual for what 
was expected to be very hectic 
trading. The NYSE opened its 
co mput ers at 7:30 a.m. to stack 
orders for the day, more than an 
hour before the usual start of 
preparations. Tbe number of 
orders was much heavier than 
usual, officials said. 

Id Washington Federal Re¬ 
serve (Fed) Board Chairman 
Alan Greenspan said the central 


bank monitored Asian and 
Enroepan financial markets parti¬ 
cularly carefully overnight and 
had dose, productive contacts 
with other members of the Group 
of Seven leading industrial na¬ 
tions. 

In brief remarks at thfs begin- 
ning of a speech on bank capital 
to tiie American Bankers Asso¬ 
ciation, Gre en sp an said detailed 
coordination was occurring 
among U.S. regulators — the 
Fed, the Treasury Department, 
the Securities and Exch an g e 
Commission, and tbe Commod¬ 
ities Futures Trading Commis¬ 
sion. 

Administration officials said 
privately they were determined to 
respond in a low key fashion lest 
they feed the panic that caused 
Fridays slide. 

Earner, European stock markets' 
Shed op to 15 per cent in value in 
response to Friday’s New York 
selloff but rallied almost as sharp¬ 
ly when Wall Street started climb¬ 
ing again. 

Analysts said it was too early to 
say whether tbe afternoon upturn 
had turned the selling tied for 
good bat there was widespread 
relief that damage had b ee n li¬ 
mited. 

The key to the recovery was 
tiie same as for the fall — signals 
from Wall Street 

The European fall was seen as 
an emotional reaction to Friday’s 
New York plunge, caused by 
worries that a recent string of 
takeovers which had boosted 
shares might now be in trouble, 
particularly those financed by so- 
caOed junk bonds. 

Randal Goldsmith, eqnity 
strategist at London brokers 


U.N. forum signals 
moves to help banks 
cut Third World debt 


GENEVA (R) — Government 
negotiators have agreed on 
moves to help commercial banks 
reduce or cancel debts owed to 
them by developing countries, 
tiie chairman of a United Nations 
economic forum has said. 

Oscar De Rojas of Venezuela 
told a news conference that a 
draft resolution tabled ac the ex¬ 
ecutive board of the 168-member 
U.N. Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) called 
for creditor governments to re¬ 
view their tax, regulatory and 
accounting practices. 

The aim of this, the resolution 
said, was “to remove unnecessary 
obstacles with respect to new 
lending to developing countries 
and debt redaction and debt- 
service reduction, to ensure that a 
supportive policy environment is 
achieved and main famed-” 

Rojas said tins meant helping 
“banks to reduce debt... tiie 
problem with debt reduction with 
commercial banks is resistance on 
the part of industrialised coun¬ 
tries to force banks to forgive 
debt or enter into negotiations to 


reduce debt.” 

Rojas said Third World coun¬ 
tries had hoped UNCTAD, the 
mam UJ4. froum for discussion 
between advanced and develop¬ 
ing nations on economic issues, 
would have produced a stronger 
resolution on -earing: their $1.3 
trillion debt burden. 

Bnt it represented a step for¬ 
ward in the whole problem of 
dealing with indebtedness, be 
added. 

The text of the resolution, 
which noted that overall future 
p rospects for indebted develop¬ 
ing countries continued to be 
unsatisfactory, was agreed in a 
re stric ted negotiating group. It 
stiD has to be approved at a 
plenary session of the board, 
whose two-week meeting ends 
this week, UNCTAD officials 
said. 

Delegates agreed in another 
resolution to bold the next fuD 
session of UNCTAD, the eighth 
since its inception in 1964, in 1991 
at a Latin American venue to be 
decided later, the officials said. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 





The following commercial cost us 
20 million bucks! If you don't 
buy our product, you're in 
big trouble, pal!” 


Unscramble these four Jumbtea, 

one letter to wen square, to form 
four onflnsiy words. 




Now arrange the drcled letters to 
fomtthe surprise answe r, as atig- 
gested by ths above cartoon- 


Yesterday's 


Print answer here: f XX3 

(Answers to morrow) 

Jumttss: FINAL MOOSE HEALTH FONDLY 

Answer VWwta ran In tow 

Ingenuity In making—A FOOL OF HIMSSF. 


James Capel said, “today’s fen 
was not justified by the fun¬ 
damental-economics... there was 
a sense of panic and the market 
seems at a stage where it’s willing 
to look at any bad news.” 

Weekend forecasts of a second 
world stock market crash almost 
two years to tbe day from the 
October 1987 debacle failed to 
materialise, but billions of dollars 
■were wiped off share values 
around the globe. 

By the dose of European trad¬ 
ing, most exchanges had re¬ 
bounded and cot much of the 
losses of the day after hectic,, 
seesaw trade driven initially by 
fear and later by relief at Wall 
Street’s sudden recovery. 

Big institutional investors 
appeared to have kept their nerve 
and stayed away from tbe mar¬ 
ket, except to buy at bargain 
levels from small investors who' 
shed their shares because of the 
190.58-point fall in New York 
Friday. 

“In my view the stock market 
wOl stabilise relatively quickly,” 
said West German Economics 
Minister Helmut Haussmann. 

“There may be one or other 
psychological or technical reac¬ 
tions but they are not based on 
fundamentals. The economy of 
West Germany and the EC 
(European Community) is highly 
stable,” he noted. 

“It was much worse than any¬ 
one expected,” said a senior trad¬ 
er at one major -Frankfort bank. 
“It was just the small investors.' 
But it was stQl worse than two 
years ago.” 

The key London Financial 
Times/Stodk: Exchange index of 
100 leading shares dosed 70.5 
points down at 2,163.4, recover¬ 
ing from a selling spree which 
took it more than 200 points 
down in early trade to a low of 
2JQ29J. 

But the Frankfurt exchange, 
among the hardest hit, failed to 
pick itself up and dosed—before 
Wall Street opened — at 1,385.7 
from an opening 1,5893. At one 


stage it was down almost 13 per 
cent Losers included prestige 
carmakers Daimler-Benz and 
Porsche. 

Hie Pans bourse ended 6.9 per 
cent down after plummeting at 
one stage in tonid trade to ah 11 per 
cent fall. Tradingiff some leading 
French stores was suspended 
when they were quoted at below 
tiie permissible unfit. 

Dealing in leading Italian 
shares was also suspended and 
tiie authorities ordered a proto of 
brokers to ensure that they had 
foe stocks to sell which they were 
offering. 

Selling orders jammed foe 

Dutch exchange earning 10-nh- 
nute delays in its computer. The 
Brussels exchange failed to (men 
because of an overload of orders 
to dump shares. 

Currency markets swung 
violently on differing interpreta¬ 
tions of various signals from the 
market The dollar sank, rose arid 
ended in London way above its 
opening. 

“Tbe dollar tracked the Dow 
Jones index,” said one dealer. 
“Once people realised that die 
Dow Jones was not going to 
continne to collapse, they marked 
tiie dollar up.” 

Initial dollar direction was 
geared to speculation that the 
Fed would make cash more easily 
available to tbe New York finan¬ 
cial community to cushion it 
against any fresh crisis in the 
stock markets. 

This would mean loosening 
credit and the dollar slid at first 
on the prospect that Che hi gfi U3. 
interest rates which have sup¬ 
ported it tins year would ease. 

But Wall Street then lifted the 
dollar. It dosed in London at 
1.8645 marks mid 141.65 yea af¬ 
ter lows of 1.8400 and 14033 and 
a Friday finish of 1.8890 mid 
143.10. 

Gold, refuge of rich and poor 
alike in times of economic trou¬ 
ble, traded higher throughout the 
day to dose at $366.25 an ounce 
from Friday's $364.00. ■ 


Saudi minister warns 
against share speculation 


RIYADH (R) — Saudi Arabian 
Finance and National Economy 
Minister Mohammad AH Abal 
Ktofl warned investors in re¬ 
marks published Monday against 
unwarranted speculation on the 
kingdom’s fiedging stock market. 

The A1 Riyadh daily said Abal 
lCliftil blamed recent sharp fluc¬ 
tuations in some Saudi share 
prices on speculators who were 
trying to get rich quickly. 

“I think the current rituation 
was caused by speculators who 
are trying to take profit quickly 
by raising the value of shares than 
catting them down,” the paper 
quoted him as saying. 

Abal Khail’s remarks 
apparently referred to a dramatic 
70 per cent rise in the share prices 
of the newly-formed A1 Rajhi 
Banking and Investment Cor¬ 
poration during the past six 
weeks. 

Analysts in the kingdom said 
for individual shares of AI 
surged to 1805 riyais from 
two 


Jordan Times 

Tel: 667171-6 


'wild capitalism’ 


PARIS (R) — French Finance 
MnristerPterre Beregovoy Son- 
day Mamed “wild captoHsn” in 
the United States for Wall Street’s 
190-pomt dive Friday and urged 
Bench investors to stay calm. . . 

“What is at issue is. the inde¬ 
btedness of the United Stales, tiie 
feet that die U.S. does not have 
sufficient savings and that you 
can boy companies .simply by 
taking on debt dp to a terribly 
high level in order to then sell 
them piece by piece and realise 
considerable, and naturally illicit, 
profits,” Beregovoy said in an 
hour-long television interview.. 

“Wild capitalism shows us what 
land of catastrophe it can pro¬ 


duce when it is not regulated or 
-organised,” he..added. 

Beregovoy was asked if he 
thought international monetary 
- « wr rifriatinp was in disarray 
foe underlying cause, according 
to most e c ono mi sts, of the 1987, 
crash. 

He said: “There is good monet¬ 
ary coorfoamfon, (ten) perhaps 
not as good as one would wish. 
We have started to put tire inter¬ 
national (monetary) system in 
order, but not enough yet- There 
are too many conservatives at the 
head of democratic gov e rn m ent s 
in foe world and not enough 
socialists. So let's work to change 


U.S', may sell Israel 
sophisticated computer 


NEW YORK (R) — The United 
States is considering a proposal 
by International Business 
Machines (IBM) to sell a res¬ 
tricted comparer to Israel for 
militaiy use, tbe New York Tnnes 
reported Monday. 

It said tiie sale of the IBM 
sup erc om puter would be the first 
of its kind to a country that is not 
a member of NATO. 

The newspaper quoted some 
experts as saying tiie sale amid 
undermine an agreement be¬ 
tween tiie United States and 
Japan that prohibits the sale of 
powerful computers to a number 
of countries. 

Some experts on the prolifera¬ 
tion of nuclear weapons also 
oppose foe sale because Israel is 
developing advanced missiles and 
is widely believed to posses nuc¬ 
lear weapons, foe newspaper 
said. 

It said the IBM computer coaid 
rapidly and accurately simulate 
foe explosions of nuclear 
weapons and die flight of high¬ 
speed ballistic missies. 


The newspaper, which quoted 
several sources in the Bush admi¬ 
nistration as tiie basis for its 
report, said proponents of the 
sale argue that Israel has a special 
. relationship . with the United 
States and that foe Israeli military 
collaborates closely with tbe Un¬ 
ited States on advanced weapons 
projects. 

It said.the machine IBM 
wanted to export was its 3090 
mainframe co m puter. 

The 3090, winch is not usually 
classified as a supe r comp u te r , 
would be equipped with a special 
device that enables it to rapidly 
reform complex scientific and en¬ 
gineering calculations, thereby 
placing it in the supercomputer 
class, the- newspaper said. 

It said IBM had applied last 
month for a licence to sell the 
comp u ter to Israel Military In¬ 
dustries, a government-owned 
company. 

IBM and U.S. government 
spokesman could not be reached 
for immediate comment on foe 
report. 


S yers bought stock. They fefi’ 
X to 1286 riyais after a min¬ 
isterial w a rning prompted a wave 
Of wiling 

One analyst said although 
share prices for a few banking 
and industrial firms on the King¬ 
dom's telephone and telex mar¬ 
ket have risen drama ticall y in tbe 
past few weeks, most of the gams 
reflected improved company per¬ 
formance. 

“In general, the Saudi market 
is not prone to unhealthy specula¬ 
tion... we don't see sharp in¬ 
creases in prices on a regular 
basis,” he said. 

The finance ministry’s index 
for 53 firms traded on foe king¬ 
dom's market broke the 100- 
point barrier last week for tbe 
first time since it was estahKahcd 
in 1985. 

Tbe analyst said On average 
Saudi shares were trading with a 
ratio of 7.85 for AI Rajhi and 4.92' 
for -United Sandi Commercial 


Ethiopia plans more 
agricultural reforms 


ADDIS ABABA (R)—Reforms 
in ^gncabmal marketing have' 
brought an -mflux of Western aid 
to Ethiopia and the Marxis t gov¬ 
ernment now plans to legalise 
renting of private houses in 
another step towards liberalising 
tiie economy, foreign sources 
said. 

A -World Bank team wiD visit 
Ethiopia this month to evaluate 
the farming reforms implemented 
in January 1988, diplomats said. 

The reforms raised producer 
prices paid by the state-nm Agri¬ 
cultural Marketing Corporation 
(AMC) by an average of nine per 
cent and allowed peasant farm ms 
to sell more of their surplus grain 
to private traders. 

Tbe moves unlocked several 
hundred million dollars of aid for 
peasant farmers which foe World 
Bank, European Co mmuni ty 
(EC), Canada and Italy were 
holding Up pi^wrifng r efo r m . 

Agricultural experts say tbe 
outlook for the 1988-89 harvest, 
which is just starting, is good in 
most of Ethiopia. 

. But the northern provinces of 
Eritrea and Tigray are suffering 
their thud severe drought in five 
years and the U.N. World Food 
Programme estimates that at least ‘ 


1.7 million people there will need 
food.-; aid next year to--avoid 
starvation.’ 

During the November 1988- 
July 1989 crop-buying season the 
state’s share of commercial grain 
purchases fell sharply, foreign 
economists and diplomats said. 

- “Tbe number of private traders 
operating on the market went up 
by a third to just over 2,000,” 
James Moran, an EC agricultural 
adviser told Reuters. 

Grain distribution from surplus 
to deficit areas' improved and 
retail price increases were moder¬ 
ate, tiie sources said. 

“We did notice that prices in 
the main commercial markets 
were fairly stable, not much up 
on last year, and the quantities 
available oh the open market 
were substantially up on last 
year,” Moran said. 

The AMCTs share of the grain 
trade fell to 224,000 tonnes last 
year from 300,000 in 1987-88. 
Private traders handled three 
quarters of the one million tonnes 
of grain sold for cash, the sources 


The government was also pre¬ 
paring legislation to allow private 
houses to be rented out, foreign 
economists said. 
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High-scoring clubs brace 
for cup showdowns 


Reuters 

BARCELONA Real Madrid, 
PSV E indhoven and Benfica aH 

Dpin Style for imp ri rta nr 

socce r engagements this week 
aaxhag a high-scoring weekend of 
European T*apif 
Barcelona, heavily criticised 
cazlier in the season, continued . 
where they left off in their 3-0 
defeat of Real Madrid the pre¬ 
vious week by thrashing Rayo 
VaBecano 7-3 to move up to 

IBMJlMAflt mi T 


- - warning to Belgian 

side A ndc riecht, their Cup Wm- 
“***’ Q tp opponents Wednesday. 

Rem themselves bounced Hu* 
with a 4-0 win over Malaga to go 
top of the aide alongside Atletico 
Madrid, who stomped to a sur¬ 
prising 2-0 defeat, their first of 
the season, at ValladoEd. 

Real manager John Toshack, 
who flew with his team to Milan 
Monday for their eagerly awaited 
European Cup tie against AC 
Milan, is determined his .players 
should avenge their 5-0 defeat 
agai n st the same opponents last 
season. 

“We are going to try and and 
pot things in their place,” he said. 
“It is normal that over the 90 
minutes we should face moments 
of difficulty but that is when we 


must rollup onr sleeves and itm 
and work more than ever. 

“If we manage to work with 
dfadplme, I am sure we’ll win the 
game." 

A further boost for Real was 
the news that key striker Emflfo 
Butragueno, doubtful for 
Wednesday’s game after a recent 
injury, would travel to Milan. 
The team doctor said his chances 
of playing were SQ/5Q. 

Dutch champions PSV Ein¬ 
dhoven continued their 


demolishing MW Maastricht 
8-1, helped admitted by three 
own goals from their opponents. 

“MW seemed to be striving 
for a record own goal hat-trick,” 
wrote VoDcskrant newspaper, re¬ 
ferring to the two MVWhapiess 
ham Bnders managed within 13 
minutes of Saturday’s match. 

PSV’s Brazilian striker Romar- 
io, who scarcely touched the ball 
in the first half hour, eventually, 
hit a hat-trick in correct net. 

But PSV trainer Guns Hjddmk 
is worried that the nncfaaBcngmg. 

matr-fr apfntf MW ranting SO 

soon after the 9-1 slaughter of 
Sparta a week ago could make his 
team complacent when they meet 
Steana Bucharest in the Euro¬ 
pean Cup on Wednesday. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GORBI 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
ones Trtbuni UMBa Santa**, mo. 


AN UNEXPECTED ENTRY 


Both vulnerable. -Sooth deals. 
NORTH 

* AKQ 8 
7AXJ 

0 54 

* K 10 8 4 

WEST EAST 

ft J ft 4 2 

Q 1094 2 9753 

0 AKQ 109830 J7 
* Void * 19 7 6 5 2 

SOUTH 
ft 10 9 7 653 
9 06 
0 62 

* AQ3 
The bidding: 

Sooth We« North East 

Pn 10 DM Pass 

2ft 5 0 5 ft . Paw 

Pats Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 
There is a tide in the affairs of 
mtid which, taken u the flood,lsads ■ 
to their hands appearing 1 in bridge 

columns. This dad. featuring veter- 
an intenarionafist Sidney Lsnxd of 
New Qrieana in the West sett, 
crop ped up in a national ream 

1 limii[iu>inhlp 

South’s jump to two spades in 
response to hb partner’s takeout 
double was a distinct stretch even 
though die bid b only invitational, 
sot forcing. Lazard tried to jam the 
auction with his jump to five d3a- 


monds, but there was no denying 
North. 

We have often featured this type j 
of hand where West has led a low { 

■ card away from his honors to obtain | 
a ruff. If that was necessary here, 
however. It would be h***w either 
declarer or dummy hdd a singleton 
diamond (by no means a sure thing), 
and West would have to find his 1 
partner with a trick if the contract 
were to be defeated. But if his part¬ 
ner did have a defensive trick, an 
tmderlead of the diamond honors 
conkl give declarer an unexpected 
trick and his contract. 

Therefore, West elected to make 
the normal lead of the ting of dia¬ 
monds. He was unhappy both at the 

si g ht nf d u m m y ml the that hia 

partner began an echo to stow a 
doubJeton by dropping his jade. 
Prom the cards in dummy. It was 

■ obvious -that East could not have 
anything resembling a solid defen¬ 
sive trick. De s per a te measures were 
called for. 

At trick two West kd the three of 
(Samondsl He was lndcy~-East held 
the seven of diamonds. When that 
card won the trick. East had no 
dxfBcaly in working out what his 
partner wanted. His dub return and 
the resulting ruff netted the defend¬ 
ers a total of three tricks—just 
. enough to heat the han d. 


THE Daily Crossword 


by Nanny I- Chaw 


ACROSS 


HI Rtwsr to the 


IS U na a Hat aeteiy 
17 EOt 
IB Easy flttt 

20 Hogywood's 
Chanay 

21 CajtaMs cola 

22 Matador 

M Sat of dwb w 
2S Soft drink 

27 Map abbe 

28 PatakMis 
21 Rajah's 

24 waasorry 

36 Ladgar ashy 

37 Sn c cti l ut 


20 “rida 
one's —* 

40 Stuff la pud 
with 

41 Hobday fiRMR 

42 Baganea of 



48 Made a hot 
46 Pub orter 

46 Chaar 

47 ffoMug stock 

81 ESsmsntary 


4 Surnmar in ’ 
Sotaanoa 
6 Exhaust 

6 — Baba 
B — 

10 "Stack” ttf* 

11 Unoom a w 

12 Wtaosd loos. 


64 Mettona 
06 “You — 
That*” 

ST Ornate* 


•0RM bUekot 
•1 Knob 

82 Correct teutt* 
28 Mg. ihar. . 
04 Son of Seth 


18 Mottwr of 
AmBo 

18 "Oidd So( 
20 Foam 
26 Vampe vw 
20 Mom 
20 AdftMBd 


nnnn nnnm nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnrrn nnnnn nrm 
nnnniinmifmm 
nnn nnn 
nnR nnn nnn nnn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnn 
nnnnnnmnnmnm 
nranrannnnn nnnn 
nnn nnn nnn nnn 
nnn nnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 


SSL 

22 "L. -“(IV 


20 FM 
42 Sudd 


2 Appo rti on 
2 - Lat 


28 AChariaa 
34 Fastener 
88 Debuwnr's 


SO HoUn of i 
01 *<— Dkk* 
82 Poetry 


44 Thna period oo I s bB bi i 

46 Daooandod 82 Watartaaa 

47 Co nfr o nts 54 Ptaak 

48 S o OcR oua ana 88 Ely of fltaa 
48 caartwt plao0 89 fuse abta 




Connors beats 
McEnroe 

TOULOUSE, France (AP) — 
Jimmy Connors won the 108th 
pro title of his career by beating 
John McEnroe 6-3, 6-3 in Sun¬ 
day’s final of the 5255,000 
Toulouse grand prix tennis 
tournament. 

“That’s the best I can play,” 
Connors said. To go out and play 
that well and win 6-3, 6-3, is 
pretty good for me.” 

It was the 33rd time that Con¬ 
nors and McEnroe met in a series 
that goes back to 1977, when 
Connors- beat McEnroe in a 
Wimbledon semifinal. 

Prior to Sunday, their most 
recent encounter was in the 
Canadian Open in 1987, when 
Connors won in a quarterfinal 
Prior to »h«*, McEnroe had won 
10 straight times. 

McEnroe leads the series, 19- 
14. 

Connors won 545,000 poshing 
him over the S8-nriliion mark in 
career earnings. His last victory 
before Sunday was also at 
Toulouse. 

McEnroe received $22,500, 
and has won more than $10 mil¬ 
lion in iris career. 

The 37-year-old Connors play¬ 
ed well from tbe start, countering 
McEnroe’s net approaches with 
superb passing shots down the 
line and teasing placements cross 
court. 

McEnroe's serve was network¬ 
ing as well as ft bad in tbe 
semifinal. When it did, Connors 
was able to return effectively that 
didn’t allow McEnroe into tbe 
match. 

Connors broke ahead, 3-1, in 
tbe first set helped by two un¬ 
forced errors by McEnroe but 
also a deep approach shot that 
landed in the corner and a passing 
shot that followed an offense lob. 

He held the advantage after 
that to take the first set in 58 
minutes. 

In the second set McEnroe 
jumped to a 2-0 lead when Con¬ 
nors made three unforced errors 
and was forced into another. 

But Connors came right back 
and broke McEnroe in the next 
game with tbe aide of two good 
service returns. 

The turn stayed even until 3-3 
when Connors broke McEnroe at 
love in the seventh game with a 
deep approach shot and an easy 
put-away volley punctuating the 
game. 

Connors finished the 2-hour, 
5-minute match, again taking 
McEnroe's serve with three 
approach shots that forced errors 
before a final backhand wide by 
McEnroe. 


, MANY VILLAS 
AND APARTMENTS 
.FOR RENT & SALE 
Furnished or , 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Swetfieh, 
Abdoun- and many other 
location?. 

For- mdre Information 
please call 

Wael Real Estate 
• Tel: 685342 


Sabatini overcomes Fernandez 


FTLDERSTADT, West Ger¬ 
many (AP) — Gabriela Sabatini 
of Argentina Sunday won the 
$250,000 women’s international 
tennis tournament after a tense 
7-6 (7-5), 6-4 triumph over Mary 
Joe Fernandez of the United 
States. 

Sabatini, the no. 1 seed and 
ranked third in the world, took 1 
hour and 45 minutes to defeat 
Fernandez. 

Fernandez had been seeded 
fifth and upset 7mn Garrison of 
the United States3-6,64,74 in a 
semifinal duel Saturday. Sabatini 
had easily dismissed her semifinal 
opponent, Laura Gfldemeister of 
Peru, 6-1, 6-2 in jnst over an 
honr. 

The 19-year-old Argentinian 
won die tournament in tins Stutt¬ 
gart suburb without having lost a 
single set. 

“That was a lot of work,” 
Sabatini said after the victory. ‘T 
had thought it would be easier 
because Mary Joe Fernandez had 
to play a couple of long and hard 
matches over die past few days. 
She was therefore a little tired, 
but mentally very alert.” 

Fernandez battled Garrison for 
more than two hours in the semi¬ 
final Saturday, and she perse¬ 
vered through a gruelling three- 


Gabriela Sabatini 

hour match with quarterfinal 
opponent Monica Seles of Yugos¬ 
lav* -Friday. 

In the final against Sabathri, 
Fernandez was able to control the 
early tempo of the match and led 
5-3 in the first set before Sabatini 
regrouped and recovered. 

“First I had to win control of 
the match,” conceded Sabathri, 
who dominated the second seL 

“I gave everything I had, but 
Gabriela simply played better,”. 
said 18-year-old Fernandez. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Located between 4th & 5th Circles in a quiet neighbourhood. 
Three bedrooms - 2 living rooms - dining room - 2 baths - 2 
verandas-telephone-T.WVideo player, plus many other extras. 

Call 674286 


ROOF FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, sitting and (fining lounge, and other 
utilities, fully-furnished, separate central heating, solar heater, 
car parking, building guard. 

Location: in an excellent area in Western Shmeisani, beside the 
Civil Service Commission. 

N.B.: The building has no lift 

Pis. call tel 625895 after 2:30 pjn. 


FOR SALE 

Video, facsimile, stereo and 
some small electrical things. 

Tel. No.: 827038 


o=xx 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Located at the Fifth Circle, it consists of 2 bedrooms, and 
utilities, with modem furniture, separate central heating, 
telephone. Rent to be paid annually. 

Call tel: 824953 


FRIENDS OF ARCHAEOLOGY 

Regrets to announce the cancellation of a lecture 
Rescue Epigraphic Survey in the North-Eastern Desert 

by Dr. Geraldine King, 

scheduled for Wednesday, OcL 18, 7 p.m. 

at the American Centre for Oriental Research (ACOR). 


Soviets maintain lead in 
gymnastics champ ionships 


STUTTGART (R) — The ele¬ 
gance and grace of Svetlana 
Boginskaya put tbe Soviet Union 
in a scemimgy unbeatable posi¬ 
tion in the women’s team com¬ 
petition at the world gymnastics 
championsbips Monday. 

Though 16-year-old Bogins¬ 
kaya, Olympic vault champion, 
was eclipsed on two apparatus by 
tftmw mate Olesia Dnrinik and 
Romanian Daaieia Sitivas, she 
moved the molt consistent per¬ 
former in tiie team compulsory 
exercises with 9.925 the lowest of 
her four marks. 

Silivas, Olympic winner on 
three apparatus, had given de¬ 
fending women*! team champions 
Romania hope early in the day 
with her mark of 10 on the vault 
— the first perfect score of the 

champ i o ns hip s. 

Before most of the seats at 
Stuttgart’s Schlcyer Hall had 
been filled, Silivas opened with a 
perfectly executed vault in the 
team compulsory exercises and 
earned 10 points from tbe judges. 

With a 9.912 on the asymmetric 
bars and 9.962 for her rendition 
of the floor routine, Silivas, the 
Olympic alt-round silver medal¬ 
list, put herself in the lead in tbe 
individual standings. 

SOivas, now 19, was the first 
gymnast to vault when Monday’s 
programme opened. Other com¬ 
petitors have complained about 
befog drawn for the early morn¬ 
ing session but Silivas, the reign¬ 
ing world champion on the asym- 



Dad kte Sitivas — list perfect mark 


metric bars and floor, had no 
such qualms. 

Olesia Dudnik, joint European 
beam champion, added a 10 for 
the Soviet women with a beauti¬ 
fully executed floor routine but 
then scotched her own chances in 
the individual event when she 
almost fell from foe asymmetric 
bars and collected only 9.362. 

Romania, with reigning world 
all-round champion Aurelia 
Dobre disappointing, were 
second after foe oompulsories but 
trailed the Soviet team by 196.447 
points to 198.058 — a massive- 
gap in gymnastics. 

China, fourth at the last world 


championships two years ago, 
looked well poised for a medal 
thanks to a superb debui by Yang 
Bo, third in foe individual stand¬ 
ings, behind Boginskaya and Sili¬ 
vas, after three marks of 9.937 or 
more Sunday. 

Fund for Duffy 

Gymnasts at foe world cham¬ 
pionships in Stuttgart decided 
Monday to set up a fend to help 
Puerto Rican Adriana Duffy 1 , 
who may be paralysed for life 
after slipping from foe vault in 
training last Thursday. 


Magers beats Zvereva, wins Moscow final 


MOSCOW (R) — Third-seed 
Gretchen Magers of foe United 
States overcame foe Soviet num¬ 
ber one Natalya Zvereva 6-3,64 
in Sunday’s Moscow women’s tennis 
tournament final, a match marred 
by double-faults and unforced 
errors on both sides. 

Beset with service problems 
from the start, Magers kept her 
cool and wore down her oppo¬ 
nent, the second seed and 
favourite following top seed Pam 
Sbxivei’s second round defeat, 
consistently getting the better of 
long baseline exchanges. 

“We were playing more on 
emotions tha n tennis strokes,” 
Magers conceded after the 
match. “I was very nervous, but I 
thought X had the chance to win 


by doing foe right tiring at the 
right time.” 

Zvereva had 'the best of foe 
opening games, .breaking Magers 
in the third to lead 2-1. But the 
American broke back in the sixth 
game and served to love in the 
seventh to lead 4-3. 

leys andTcradal double fault by 
Zvereva gave Magers foe chance 
to serve for the first set. She hung 
on through four deuces to take it, 
apparently oblivous to the crowds 
whistles over some of the line' 
calls. 

In the second set, neither play¬ 
er seemed willing to take foe 
initiative and it was only after five 
breaks of serve that Magers final¬ 
ly held her serve to take a 4-2 


lead. 

Zvereva broke back in the 
eighth to make it 44, but lost the 
next game through a series of 
unforced errors. After a moment 
of confusion when foe crowd 
drowned out a line-call, Magers 
was home and dry. 

A disappointed Zvereva said 
she had played far below her 
best. “It wasn’t so much nervous¬ 
ness as drinking too much about 
how I was going to win — it just 
didn’t work out at foe most im¬ 
portant points. 

“Yesterday I was playing badly 
too (in foe semifinal against fel- 
low-Soviet Natalya Medvedeva). 
But that’s foe difference in level 
between Medvedeva and Magers. 
Yeterday I won and today I lost." 



MO¬ 


UND TRANSPORT CO. 


INTERNATIONAL TENDER NO. IB/89 
SALE OF USED TRUCK-TRACTORS 

The I'raqi-Jordanian Land Transport Company intends to sell t 

number of its used truck-tractors:- 

A. A number of (109) used truck-tractors type MA N. manufactured 
in 1*981. 

B. A number, of upto, (242) used truck-tractors type (STYER). 
manufactured in 1981. - 

Related information 

1. Custom duties of those truck-tractors are UNPAID. 

2. Offers can be submitted to buy one truck-tractor, or a number of 
truck-tractors or all the quantity. 

3. Truck-tractors can be checked and inspected at the company's 
garrages in Aqaba/ Jordan starting from Nov. *10. 1989. 

4. Copies of terms and conditions and technical specifications can 
be bought for the sum of 100 Jordanian dinars (JD). from the 
company's main offices in Amman, between 4th and 5th Circle. 
Jabal Ammain, during official working hours (0900-1400). starting 
from Oct. 25, 1989. 

5. Closing date for submitting offers is Dec. 10. 1989 (1200 hrs). 

6. Address: 

P.O. Box 5134, Amman / Jordan 

Phone No.: 677680', 672502, 672509 

TLX No.: 22237 

FAX No.: 602870 

Eng. Jamil Ibrahim 

Director General 


Cinema _ 

_ CONCORD 

1) NO WAY OUT 

Show: 330, 5:15 

2) CRY FREEDOM 


Star. £15, 9*6 


/Cinema Tel: 634144 

I PHILADELPHIA 



shbaija mi 


■ 

L Monnnca3^0i &0Q, 8:30,10:30 pjn. 

. 



f Cinema . . 

I NUOUM 

Tel: 6755711 

STEVEN SPIELBERG AND 
WALT DISNEY STUDIOS 
Present 

■ 


who framed 

ROGER RABBIT 



^ftofaoMnees 3:30, &30, &30, l(h30 




[Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


Du&'tin Hoffman 
Tom Cruise 
in 

RAIN MAN 

Ptrioniwnc®!^. 3:30, 5:15, 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 
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Release of ANC leaders seen 
heralding new era in S. Africa 


Johannesburg (Agenda) 

■s IRe unconditional release of 


g^yapc rs across die political 
VttBiin said Monday. 

•^“The country enters a new 
its history,” the pro- 
•gvernment Gtizen said in an 
;™°riaL “But it is not going to. 
shcao easy transition... (and) 
flobody knows what kind of new 
OKw&y will emerge." 

Th e aewen ANC leaders, re- 
,^cd Sunday along with a mem- 
'her of the another liberation 
'jjjwwnent, told supporters they, 
'believe the cad of apii di 1 ^ — 
South Africa’s policies of racial 
segregation — is coning ipto 
-view. 

Valter ^*"V a friend and col-- 
Jeagne of ANC leader Nelson 
^Mandela, said the seven, aged 60 
and 80, were confident they 
iwoudl live to see “a government 
ito incfodes blacks... a democra- 
• tic method where a black man can 
'become president, or a white man 
'can become president." 

1 Sisulu remained at his home 
-Monday in Soweto, the huge 

'Mack t ow n ship nitride Inttannis - ■ 

bora. 

\ “Today is a day of rest," he 


Hundreds 

attend 

Marcos 

ceremony 

HONOLULU (AP) — While his 
family awaits a ruling on a perma- 
heat bnrial site, Ferdinand E. 
Marcos has beat entombed in 
Hawaii in a ceremony attended 
•fry hundreds of the late Philippine 
president’s loyalists. 

“Weep not, for you sat at the 
feet of a man touched by God," - 
Ferd ina nd Marcos Jr. said dining 
ittie tribute to iris father Sunday. 

' “He was my hero, he was my 
general. He was my teacher, my 
mend. He was my father," said 
Marcos, commonly known as 
.“Bong Bong." 

- The funny says fee former 
fKridenfk body will remain ip 
the above-ground tomb until it 
can be retoned to the PhSp- 
-pmes, which he ruled for 20 yean 
pntfl he was ousted in a popular 
"uprising three yean ago. 

In fee Philippines, President 
Gorazon Aquino said Monday it 
'was up to the supreme court to 
-decide whether fee entombment 
Jn Hawaii would be as temporary 
'as the ousted president’s family 
hopes. 

■ Marcos’ followers have asked 
fee supreme court to overturn a 
ten on Iris burial in the Philip¬ 
pines, but there is no indication 


told a visitor. 

The; Sowetan, the country’s! 
largest black-oriented daily, 
cautioned that “the task facing 
the men is a daunting one: that of 
muting the democratic forces in 
this country and transforming it 
into a tion-racial democracy.” 

Business Day, the country’s' 
leading! financial daily, con¬ 
curred. ; 

“TMsfc only the start of a long 
and complex process,” wrote edi¬ 
tor Ken 'Owen. “What is said by 
Sisulu arid iris colleagues tins 
week will be as important for 
creating a negotiating eHmafe as 
President (F.W.) de Klerk’s bold 
move in ordering their freedom." 

De Klerk announced the un¬ 
conditional release of the eight 
anti-apartheid leaders last Tues¬ 
day as part of his .attempt to 
i mp ro ve political conditions for 
negotiating a new constitution 
that wil] extend political rights to 
Macks. 

But he envisions some 
arrangerment under which whites 
would retain veto power over 
major decisions. 

Under the c ur re n t system of 
apartheid, fee 28-million black 
majority has no voice in national 
affairs, which are dominated by 
the country’s 5 million whites. 

The prison releases are viewed 


as . a fecit acknowledgement by 
tiie governm ent of fee ANCs 
influence and popularity among 
South Africa’s blacks. 

Even relatively conservative 
Mack leaders have said they will 
reject any negotiations with the 
government unless die ANC is 
legalised and its jailed leaders 
freed. 

“Our determination has never 
been weakened by our long yeais 
of imprisonment," Sisuhr told 
hundreds of ANC followers who 
pecked a church foafl Sunday 
evening. 4r We have been streng¬ 
thened by the developments in 
our country and our own dear 
vision of the future.” 

Some in the crowd wept as the 
freed prisoners, raising clenched 
fists, fed their s up port er s in sing¬ 
ing “God Bless Africa,” the 
anthem of the anti-apartheid 
movement. 

Sisulu and the six other ANC 
members were freed early Sun¬ 
day along with Jafta Masemola, 
58, of the Pan Africanist Con¬ 
gress, a smaller movement. 

The releases are viewed as a 
tacit acknowledgement by the 
g ov ernm ent of the ANCs influ¬ 
ence andpopularity among South 
Africa’s Mack majority. 

S*ailn and Ms colleagues, sea¬ 
ted in front of a large green, gold 
and black ANC flag, expressed 


hat Mandela remains in 
apfl raid they would press 


for his ripease. 

They said the ANC, the largest 
gtoup fighting the white-led gov¬ 
ernment, Will its milit¬ 

ary campaign and reject calls for 
flf gAriatim m until the gover nm ent 
legalises iti. lifts die state of 
emergency, \and releases all poli¬ 
tical prisoners. 

"If fee government doesn't 
mw» our demands, we have no 
alternative wit to continue to 
fight for onar freedom,” said 
Andrew Mlanigem, 63. 

five of the J\NC men, includ¬ 
ing Sisulu anal Mlangeni, were 
arrested in 1963r and sentenced to 
life prison terms in 1964, along 
wife Mandela, tor plotting anti- 
govemment sabotage. Masemola 
was convicted of sabotage in 
separate trial ini 1963. 

The others freed Sunday were 
RHas Mostsoaiedi, ' 65; Ahmad 
Kathrada, 60; Raymond Mhlaba, 
68; Wilton Mkwayi, 67; and 
Oscar Mpetha, 80, who had been 
hospitalised in Cape Town and 
kas the nation’s oldest political 
prisoner. 

> Mpetha, who had been serving 
a five-year prison term for terror¬ 
ism, rose from his wheelchair Sun¬ 
day to walk fay himself into his 
small-home near; Cape Town be¬ 
fore flying to Johawneshrag. 



BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) — * 
Ant farotoe s have captured a man/ 
convicted in the United States of 
drug trafficking and seized an* 
acco un t a nt who allegedly waited 
for one of Colombia’s moat 
powerful drug lords, news reports 


Mad Mra 

when fee 15-judge panel will 
issue a ruling. 

“From what I have been read¬ 
ing from fee newspapers, the 
family of Marcos is thinking of 
tins entombment as very tempos 
ary,” Aquino told reporters. “As 
we all know, the matter is now 
with the supreme court, and it is 
up to the supreme court to decide 
whether the remains of Mr. Mar¬ 
cos will be aHowed here or not.” 

More than 2,500 people waited 
horns for Marcos’ widow, Im- 
dda, to arrive at the Valley of fee 
Temples manorial park wife her 
h u sband’s body. 

' Enrique Fernando, the last Phi¬ 
lippine supreme court chief jus¬ 
tice d uring Marcos’ presidency, 
collpased during Bong Bong’s 
emotional speech and was hospi¬ 
talised. 


Police arrested Victor Eduardo 
Meta Mosquera, 36, at his apak- a 
meat Friday in fee southern city* 
of Cali, according to reports pub- 
fisbed Sunday in Bogota’s pro 
largest papers, El Hempo and El 
Espectador. ' 

Mera Mosquera was arrested in 
New York in February 1984 and 
charged with taking part in a drug 
ring oper a ti ng in die stares of 
New York, Florida, TexasJ, Cali¬ 
fornia and Arizona, El T&etnpo 
re po rt ed. 

El Espectador said Mera Mos¬ 
quera was freed from a Ne.w York 
jail because of a “bureaucratic 
e r ror” but was later convicted in 
absentia. It (fid not elaborate. 

The paper said he wa Is arrested 
again in Bogota in 19^6 but was 
released months later ’by a judge 
who ruled that authorities had 
not completed the paperwork for 
his extradition to /the United 
States in the time allotted by law. 

Spokesman for fee national 
and local police in fCali said they 
could not confirm Mera Mos- 
qoera’s arrest or provide any de¬ 
tails about him. tfoe U-S. embas¬ 
sy in Bogota said it does not 
comment on specific extradition 


cases. \ 

In a raid Saturday, on a Bogota 
apartment, po&*capoired Tulia 
Consuclo Rincon Barrera, 35, an 
alleged accou n t a nt for Jose Gon- 
zak) Rodriguez Gacha, one of fee 
three leaders of the Medellin 
cocaine cartel, El Espectador rfc- 

**The accountant maintains she _ 
|iik never met fee Medellin carter 
lea der aw<i only filled out income 
tax forms for one of his reputed 
underlings, Leonardo Vargas, 
who was attested last week, El 
Espectador said. 

The two arrests c ulminat ed a 
week of inten sified operations 
against drug traffickers. Among 
other suspected traffickers seized 
last week was Jose Rafael Abello 
Silva, 34, who is wanted in the* 
U.S. stale of Oklahoma on feder¬ 
al charges of conspiracy and ebs- 1 
tributkm of cocaine. 

Julian Palma Molina, 46, also 
was arrested last week and is 
wanted by federal authorities In 
Miami on drug trafficking and 
money laundering charges. El 
Espectador reported Sunday that 
he has been notified of Ms ex¬ 
tradition and has five days to 
appeal. 

On Saturday, three other drug 
suspects were extradited to the 
United States — Ana Helena, 
Rodriguez de Tamayo, Berenar- 
do Pelaez Roldan and Roberto 
Victor Carlini. 


j 

Nancy Reagan sees herself as 


NEW YORK (R) — Nancy 
Reagan attributes her un- 
popuarhty to the popularity of 
her husband and says she (fid use 
an astrofouger to schedule Ms 
tripe , according to excerpts from 
her mem oir s published in this 
week's edition of Newsweek. 

\ **Xn many ways, 1 think I served 1 
as a ft ghfTring rod and 1 came to 
treatise, not without pain, that 
frhfie Ronald Reagan was ex¬ 
tremely popular, some people 
didn't fike Ms wife very much,” 
Mrs. Reagan writes in her book 
“M ^Tmn: The Memoirs of Nan- 

V Nancy Reagan said she began 
co mpiMng astrologer Joan Quig- 
fey afteff me fanner president was 
ghat in 1981 and admits it cven- 
toafly became habit and finally 
hm enOLtmous embarrassment 


rod for ci 

to her husband. 

“If it makes yon feel better, go 
ahead and do it,” she says her 
husband told her when be first 
learned of it, but added: “But be 
careful. It might look a little odd- 
if it ever came out.” 

In the book written wife Wi¬ 
liam Novak and to be published' 
later this month, she is also highly 
critical of former White House 
Chief of Staff Donald Regan who 

revealed her use of an astrologer 
in Ms memoirs. 

“He often acted as if be were 
president,” die writes. “If by 
some miracle, I could take bade 
one derision in Ronnie’s pres¬ 
idency, it would be Ms agreement 
in January 1985 that Jim Baker 
and Donald Regan swap jobs." 

She adds that Regan should 
have taken responsibility for the 


Iran-contra /affair, the scandal 
over plans/ to give money to 
Nicaraguari rebels from arms 
sales to Iran. 

“Fm no t saying that Iran-con¬ 
tra was Don Regan’s doing. But it 
did ocaW on Ms watch, and when 
it came dint, he should have taken 



(an defends her 


what fi thought. For eight years I 
was steeping wife the president, 
and *i that doesn’t give yon spe¬ 
cial ; access, I don’t know what 
does.” 

f!ihe criticises Reagan’s first 
Secretary of State A1 Haig for Ms 
p/jiwer-hanger awl obsession wife 
status. 

,■ “He was obsessed wife matters 
of status—with exactly where be 
stood on a rece i v i ng line, or 



An Inditosoldkr checks the papers of a paaserby as part of a routine security «W1 

1CRC team arrives in 
SriLanka amid killings 


Colombia police seize 
trafficker, accountant 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — 
Thirteen more killing s were re¬ 
ported Monday in Sri Lanka’s 
cml war as a Red Cross team 
arrived from Switzerland to bdp 
trace missing persons, visit deten¬ 
tion centres and provide huma¬ 
nitarian aid. 

President Ranasinghc. Pre- 
mad«M invited the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) to send a delegation last • 
week. The invitation fbflowed 


feat pro-government death 
squads were killing sympathisers 
of a radical group trying to over¬ 
throw the government. 

The government has denied fee 
charge and blames fee People's 
Liberation Front, an ultrana-. 
tionahst Sinhalese group fighting 
to topple the government, for 
most of the 5,000 killings in the 
Smhaiww- heartland in fee past 
two years. 

Human rights activists and 
r opposition politicians welcomed 
Premadasa’s invitation to the Red 
Cross. But some said they feared 
'it was prompted by economic' 
concerns, noting that major 
Western aid donors are to meet in ’ 


Paris this week to consider Sri 
Lanka’s $750- million request for 
foreign help. 

The four-member Red Gross 
team that arrived Monday from 
Geneva was led by Philippe Coxn- 
tesse. The Red Cross delegates 
declined to speak to reporters. 

Meanwhile, fee government 
said its soldiers shot and killed 
two Sinhalese .extremists who 
tried to escape arrest in Matara, a 
town that has been a major centre 


Matara is 135 kOometres south¬ 
east of Colombo.' 

Other kilHngx reported in the 
past 24 hours included two 
Sinhalese youths whose bexfies 
were found in Kandy, 90 
kilometres east of Colombo. 

Nine Sinhal ese civilians died in 
three separate attacks by sus¬ 
pected Sinhalese extremists in 
southern and central Sri Lanka, a 
government communique said. 

It also said two Sinhalese 
Buddhist monks had been 
abducted by unknown gunmen. 

The People’s Liberation Front 
has accused the Sinhalese-domin¬ 
ated government of making too' 
> many concessions to members of 


the Tamil minority. Tamil rebels 
have been fi ghting for a separate 
homeland since 1983 in a dvfl war 
that has killed an addi t ional 
11,000 people. . “. 

The Front started its own re¬ 
bellion in 1987 after the govern¬ 
ment signed a peace plan with the 
Tamil guerrillas. 

t 

The Sinhalese, most of whom’ 
are Buddhists, make up 75 per 
cent of Sri Lanka's lo nrilfion 


mini on 


are Hindus, makeup l8 per cent. 

. Meanwhile, former Industries 
Minister Cyril Mathew, an ardent 
crusader for Sinhalese national¬ 
ism, died Monday of a heart 
attack, relatives said. He was 77. 

Mathew- was expelled from fee 
cabinet and fee ruling United 
National. Party by President 
Junius R: Jayewaxdene in 1984 
after critidang a conference cal¬ 
led by J&yewardene to redress 
grievances of the Tamil minority. 

Premadasa, reinstated 
Mathew’s party membership six 
month ago and named his son, 
Nanda Mathew, minister far 
.youth and sports.' 


Rift shakes Nobel academy 


Nancy Reagan 

where be was seated on a plane or 
helicopter,” she writes. 

She also rites Ms belligerency. 
“Once, tailring about Cuba in a 
meeting of the National Security 
Conned (NSC) be turned to Ron¬ 
nie and said, You just give me 
the word and ni turn that island 
•into a parking lot,” she writes. 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
Rarely has fee Swedish academy, 
an august body of professors, 
authors and literary critics, been 
in such conflict—and just before 
it is to award the Nobel Prize for 
literature. 

Angered over the academy’s 
weak response to fee Salman 
Rushdie affair, three of its 18 
members handed in resignation 
letters. 

But members are chosen for 
life and cannot quit the 203-year- 
old academy, so their resigna¬ 
tions were not accepted. 

Remaining members rfrim the 
rift has not hampered the work of 
choosing this year’s Nobel laure¬ 
ate, who is to be announced 
either Thursday or next Thursday 
(Oct 26). 

But it has exposed tensions 
made this elite body and tainted 
its image. Historically, conflict 
was been kept within its 18th- 
century walls. A member's only 
form of protest has been to quiet¬ 
ly boycott the weekly meetings, 
which the three are doing. 

Authoress Kerstin Ekman, 56, 
one of the three rebels, has open¬ 
ly demanded change, saying, 
“new and fresh forces are 
needed" in the academy. 

“We would have dug the 
academy’s grave, had we let the 
three go,” responded Goran 
Mabnkvist, professor of sinology 
who joined in 1985. “Who would 
have agreed to replace them? No 
one,” be said. 

Tire work of the prestigious 
body has always been shrbuded in 
traditions and rituals feat has 


given it an air of grandeur. 

That came to an end in March, 
after Iran’s late Ayatollah 
Khomeini pronounced a death 
sentence for blasphemy of Islam 
against British author Salman 
Rushdie for Ms book “The Sata¬ 
nic Vases.” The action was con¬ 
demned by literary figures and 
governments around fee world. 

But the academy, after long 
discussion, issued a brief and 
carefully phrased statement de¬ 
fending free expression, without 
explicitly supporting Rushdie. 

It should be self-evident to 
everyone that the Swedish 
academy firmly repudiates every 
effort to strangle free speech,” 
the statement said. 

Further comment, said perma¬ 
nent Secretary Sture Allen, 
would violate the academy's code 
against political involvement. 

One reason for its deliberate 
neutrality is to avoid suspicion 
that the Nobel Prize can be influ¬ 
enced by politics. 

Along wife Ekman, who at 56 
is the youngest member and one 
of two women, fee other dissen¬ 
ters were Lars GyUensten, a 71-' 
year-old physician, writer and 
academy member for 23 years, 
and author Werner Aspenstrom, 
70. 

GyUensten said such “vague” 
and “obvious” remarks from one 
of the world’s most influential 
literary bodies was in itself a 
political statement 

“It must be regarded as politic¬ 
al submissiveness... which is in¬ 
compatible wife the best tradi¬ 
tions of the academy and the 


brave choices of Nobel winners 
feat I have had fee joy and 
honour to take part in,” he said, 
writing of Ms determination to 
quit. 

GyUensten called Ms derision 
“a personal tragedy,” but said he 
could not accept fee academy's 
tip-toeing in sensitive political 
matters. 

That “makes it impossible to 
award good Nobel prizes,” he 
wrote in an open letter last 
month. 

There are suspicions that fee 
rift goes deeper than Rushdie. 

Enk Lomiroth, an . academy 
member since 1962, said the car- 
rent problem was fee result of 
“old grudge” between some 
members. - 

He dedmed to go into details, 
but said he regarded Aspen¬ 
strom’s resignation as a separate 
matter and hoped to be able to 
persuade Mm to return. Aspen¬ 
strom has said, without elaborat¬ 
ing, that he had additional 
reasons for resigning. 

There seemed no room for 
.compromise, since fee academy 
4edded last month that to accept 
the three’s resignation would bet¬ 
ray fee academy’s history. 

“We are in a one way street, 
and there is not much I can do,” 
GyUensten said. 

Some of tire academy’s customs 
date back to 1789 when it was 
founded by King Gustav HI. 
Housed in the magnificent stock 
exchange building in the old 
town, it has for two centuries 
been charged with the task of 
furthering the Swedish lan pmg> ; 


Unusual museum caters to‘spud’ lovers and their ‘tater* tots 


By Rot art M. Andrews 

* 71w Associated Press 


5 : WASHINCT1X)N — Tater, to- 
■fber.orspucl. Wh a t e ver you call 
" it, the grad c iki fashioned potato 
^boasts a museum an Hs own, 
‘-featuring sue h oddities as 4,000- 
‘year-ouT po tiitoes, a basket 
proven from p xefings and a “ta¬ 
ter time dod t.” 

}•' Tbc potato. n msenm is study 
-mieatfthesma 1 lest in Washing¬ 
ton, if not anywhere in the 
.world, ftoccupi i w the basement 
;of a brick rowtn . wse that is the 
home of Tom and Meredith 
' Hughes, a fim-lo ving couple of 
apod so. id their five- 

'.year-dd Gulliver . 

Guffivcr’s niefcn ante, natural¬ 
ly, is Tater ToL ” 

. Filling the two ti lay basement 
, rooms are 400 itei ns from the 


Hugheses’ collection of 2,000 
potato artifacts. / 

They indnde such items as. a 
bronzed, heart-shaped potato 
donated by a Canadian woman, 
and an American inventor’s 
digital “tater time clock” W'Mch 
runs On electrical current! sup¬ 
plied by the adds ini two 
attached potatoes. 

The goodness of the. potato 
knows do bounds,” tM; couple 
gushed in “the grea.t potato- 
book,” the tuber tone they 
wrote in 15186 extolli n g fee vir¬ 
tues of their favor ixite veget¬ 
able. 

Visitors to the, private, non- 

£ 5t museum are welcomed 
bin. Hughes wife a slide 
w of potato folklore, accom¬ 
panied by recorded musical 
times such -as the “Cold Tater 


Stomp”'and “Addicted to 


Then hear husband, a school 
teacher, invites guests to watch 
Ms videotape of “great mo¬ 
ments in potatoes” from Holly-’ 
wood movies. The scenes in- 
dude Marilyn Monroe snacking 
on potato chips in “The Seven- 
war Itch” and Richard 
Dreyihss making a mountain of 
Ms mashed potatoes at the din¬ 
ner table m the alien flic, 
“Close Encounters of fee Hmd 
Kind." 

Question: What was the big-, 
gest potato ever grown? 

Answer. An 
named Thomas Sniriai 
ted to have harvested a monster 

Ireb* rMTpf ®‘ 27 * E ^°® ramcs 

Question. What was the big¬ 
gest single serving of mashed 


potatoes in history? 

- Answer. An 8,282 lolog- 
rames mound of mashed pota¬ 
toes, prepared in a cement mix-* 
er truck for tire animal potato 
bowl football game at Grand 
Forks, North Dakota, in 1982. 

. The museum's shelves are- 
stuffed with such oddities as an* 
air pistol that shoots potato 
pellets, potato dolls, a jacket* 
made out of a burlap potato 
sack and some 4,000-year-old. 
potatoes preserved in a jar. 

There also is a basket woven 
from deep-fried potato skins by 
a New Orleans chef and a stag¬ 
gering assortment of potato 
mashers, slicers, peelers, scrub' 
bers, hoes, rakes, planters, bas¬ 
kets, diggers aud beetle* 
sprayers. 

One rack displays sample 


products made from potatoes: 
Polish vodka, hand lotion, ice 
cream, bread, a sheet of paper, 
a necklace and “antochromes,” 
an early color photographic 
process using potato starch — 
which also has been used to 
make candy and glue. 

Hughes says potatoes fueled 
German rockets in World War 
n, and once were used as 
money by the island people of 
Tristan da Qwia- 

Tbey are good for treating 
acne, sunburn and toothaches, 
he dahns, and jtbey make great 
chicken feed. 

Tbe potato museum began in 
1975,- when Hughes asked Ms 
.elementary school pupils at the 
International School of Bnts- 
sds to prepare an exhibit show¬ 
ing, why potatoes are so impor¬ 
tant in BeJgmm. 


The Belgians grow potatoes 
in backyard gardens the way 
Americans grow tomatoes, be 
says, and fear “frites"—which 
Americans call french fries — 
are the'most delirious in the 
world. 

Artifacts from that classroom 
project formed the nucleus of 
the museum, which moved to 
Washington wife the Hugheses 
in 1983. The independent, tax* 
exempt museum gets most of its 
financial support from mem¬ 
bership dues, souvenir sales 
and a grant from a potato re-, 
search centre in tJum, Pern. 

For $20 a year, members 
receive six issues of the 
museum’s newsletter, ‘Tcdr 
ings,” and invitations to occa¬ 
sional potlnck dinners where 
fee all-potato menu ranges 


from pickled potato hors. 
(Toenvres to a dessert made of 
chodato-laced mashed pota-' 
toes. 

Hughes says he and Merafith 
have two ambitions: To visit the 
Chilean island where. Spanish 
explorers found potatoes, and 
introduced them to Europe in 
1570, and to take, a cruise cm a 
newly built Japanese potato 
tanker. 

The Hugheses love potatoes 
because they’re not only good 
eating, but they’re fen and 


‘They are a comfort food 
when we feel lonely, sick or 
sad,'but.we also see sometiting 
ofourselves in them^Mfe 
Mrs. - ' Hughe s , coddfing a rood 
mher hand. “Look, it waseyes, 
a beadt a face, ft’s somehow 
almost human.” - 



Clumsy director 
throws himself 
into work 


NEW YORK (AP) — Film 
Director Louis Malle is a dnmsy 
man who throws hunsetf into Kfe 
wfth such zeal that he often lands ■ 
on Ms head, says Malle’s wife,. 
actress- Candice Bergen. “He’s 
always Weeding," Bergen said in 
fee Oct 30 issue of U.S. maga¬ 
zine. “Once, in Parasol met him 
at the. airport daring the time of 
all fee terrorist attacks. Sudden¬ 
ly, I saw everybody in the airport 
was backing up, aghast, as Louis 

parted tbe crowd, with Ms head in 

Moody bandages.' “Everybody 
thought he’d beep a victim of 
terrorism, but he'd just been run¬ 
ning to get a luggage cart and Mt 
Ms Lead on a pole, said Bergen. 
Bergen, said her three-year-old 
daughter, Chloe, shares her 
father’s metabofisin and curios¬ 
ity. And, so far, ha mother’s 
disregard for high fasbioiL. 


'Queen’s Jewels fill 
palace basement’ 

LONDON (R) — Queen Eli¬ 
zabeth’s private treasure of. 
jewels fills a palace basement ax 
big as an ice rink, a British 
newspaper gnil Monday. Extracts 
in fee Daily Mail from a new 
book on the British royal family's 
wealth said a secret storeroom 
some 12 metres beneath Bucking¬ 
ham Palace contained “a verit¬ 
able zoo of exquisitely carved 
feberge animals” and other ex¬ 
pensive trinkets. Tbe sta unchly 
pro-royal newspaper said the tre¬ 
asure trove was kept under plastic 
sheets on rows of cheap wooden 
shelves in “a series of white- 
walled rooms covering an area 
the size of an ice rink.” A 
jewellery appraiser asked bv fee 
Daily Mail to put a price tag on the. 
jewels said the cache of (fi-r 
amonds, emeralds, pearls, sap¬ 
phires and rabies was worth at 
least £35.6 millio n ($57 million). 
Laurence Krashes of jewellers 
Harry Winston of New York 
based his estimate on the face 
value of the queen’s gems feat ' 1 
have appeared in photographs. 
The newspaper said coflectorain- 
texested m buying a piece of 
betray could drive the price up to . 
£300 million ($480 mfflion) if the 
jewels ever went under the harz*- . 
mer at a public auction. The 
treasure trove represents just a 
fraction of Queen Elizabeth’s 
wealth, estimated in the billions. 
The private collection is separate' 
from die crown jewels in the 
Tower of London, whidi are held 
by the royal family in trust for tire 
nation. 

Newoperastar 
debuts in 'Aida' 

NEW YORK (AP) — Just a few 
years ago, American opera audi¬ 
ences and (xitics were bemoaning 
fee lade of any new Verdi sopra¬ 
nos to fin the void left by the 
retirement of Leontyne - Price. 
Then came a young American 
upstart named Aprile Mfllo. On 
Saturday came another — Ales- 
sandra Marc. Even in a Metropo¬ 
litan Opera season notable for 
exciting debuts, Marc’s first per¬ 
formance' as “Aida” was some¬ 
thing special, as tbe standing- 
room-only crowd acknowledged 
wife its repeated ova ti o n s. Here 
is the genuine article — a drama¬ 
tic soprano with an opulent voice 
that can be thrilling in its power 
or tender in its warmth as the 
occasion demands. She has the. 
gleaming tones to ride above the 
fife forces of orchestra and chorus 
that Verdi assembled for the 
trimmhal scene of Act H She 
has the artistry to create a por¬ 
trayal of the tormented Ethiopian 
princess in the Aria “O Patna. 
Mia,” which opens the-Nile scene 
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